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~ Lady Rockets fall to

Jackson Co. 75-51

Ir's not easy when the aumber one
team i the stare, amd iumber fwo m
the natwm. i in your district, but the
Lady, Rockets scquitied themse!yes
woll fast Friday night, keeping the
garme closs throagh the (irse hal he.,
fore the Jackson € Generals
pulled swiy for the 75-51 win.

- Semsoc Jesase Rickles stashed and
dashed bey way through the first half.
coming wp with oumcrous steals and

sharing sconng honors for the half
-un senior Rachelle Hammond st 9

T'M Rockets started from an 8.0,
deficit in the first quarter before jys-

lor Amber Denney put in two free.

throws and & basket, Rickles added

. four snd Hammond came through

with 3 to make it an |81 first quar-
ter soore, ™
(Cont. to A®)

——

Jewsie Hayes tries to shake ioose 8 Lady General defender.

night. The Lady Rockets went down to defest 75-51 to the number
one ranked tesm in the state.

)u---h.—l-m--f- 18 poiats against Jackson County
lant Friday night.

Sophemore Aaron'Anderkin scored 29 points, 15 in the first g
against Jackson County, but the Generals came

to win 84-7¢

Senior Thom

Coffey and the rest of the Rockets
Jackson County, but came away with an 84-75 loss

plaved hard at -

Bobby Labonte
-earned his title

By Gerald Hodges

The Racing Reporter

Bobby Labonte, the 2001 Win-
ston Cup Thampion. has carned the
respect of both drivers and racing

. fans

Al the 12in annual T. Wayne
Robertson Prview the Winston Sa-
lem, NorthCasolina, January 6. three-
tine Winston Cup champion Jeff
Gordon called Labonte, “his favorite
driver,”

In addition fo being well liked

"because of his. driving style on the -

track, the 36-year-old Texan is the
only driver 1o have claimed both
‘Winston Cupand Busch Series cham
pionships.

He. and Termry are also the daly
brothers 10 have won the Winston
Cup championship

At the beginning of the 2000 sca-
son members of the media, thought
the driver of Joa Gibbs' No. 18 Iner-
state Baticries Pohtiac would be one
of the dyivers likely o claim the o
phr at Scason'’s end

“T thought we would be sble 1o
challénge forthe ina

Broom pilot in the
the very small jobs o
jobs, he™s boen throug
Ations
He's not removed from the rce

team. A lot of imes you'll got a
driver who comes in, drives the
gocs out and cven though he s
chassis guy, he's not an integral part
of the team; Bobby ‘is a liule differ
ent. He is a part of this race team. He
docs, carc. about the -guys. He does
understand their daily jobs. Heé knows
and honors their sbilities and- what
they sacrifice 10 get him a

race shop. From
ey importani

all those

car

. that’s capable of going out and win.

ning races.”

Labonie began his racing career
asacrew member as Hagan Racing in
1984 before going 1o work for car
builder Jay Hedgecotk in 1987. His
firs{ title‘came in 1987 m Carsway
Speedway in Asheboro, North Caro-
lina where he won the late model
stock -championship. In’ 1991, he
scored his first Busch Series victory
at Briswol and won'the Busch Serics

lotof ways,” Labonte said. “We had
everybody hack ifr place like we
needed. The wedm was excited about
starting off a new season and so was
L But, at-the same time, we were
Lm\m;on-m-um %0 we'
knew we couldn't let up.”

“There were some arcas thal we
needed 1o work on. 1 leamed a kot of
things thatmade me betier. [ think the
dam, as a whole, got betier through-
oul the year: When you run up fromt

 like we did you learn # lot. Youcan't

m-mlmﬂmﬁmnm

p. The following
year, e won three races but lost an
opportunity (o win a second Busch
championship by just a few points o
Joe Nomec

He ran his first full Winston Cap
scason in 1997 for Bill Davis Racing.
The highlight of the team's season
was winning the. Bud Pole at Rich-
mond, Virginia, He continued the
1994 scason with Bill Davis,-finish-
ing 21t in the final points standings

Near the end of the 1994 scason,
Bill Dayis' sponsor, Maxwell House
Coffee, informed him they would not
be back as:sponsor of the No. 22

*Ford. Labonte was given his relcase

from the-icam. .
“My thought was, ‘Am | going w0
e jobless. for the mext scason or
what™" because | know how the deal
works,” Labonic sad
Latonte was standing in the ga

" . Cosmt.to A1l

Rockets lose to

Tho Rockcastie Cousity Rockeis
host iwer 1 @ row last woek, Galling 1o
district rvat Jackson County on Fri
day might 84-7% anid ihen losing to
the Somerset Brar Jumpers on Satur.
day might 6765 on a last mimutc shot

1t i mevir easy 10 go inio the Gen-
craly camp and win, and Friday night
was no excepiion

The Rockits loss was cven
tougher (o take because: they 1ok
the fead in the opering moments with
a thre by Jeremy Keekey and kept it
until 5:27 1o goin the game

The Rockéts immediately cstab-
lishod their outside game. with Aaron
Anderkin hitting five threes in |
first quartcr along with Necley's three
thrcesand Aaron Cash also with five
points in the first

The Bockets took their bigges! lcad
of thie might ino the second quarter
Icading the Generals 31-19 at the cind
of the first

Andcrkin stayed hot throughout

. the game, hitting 3 total of nind threes
andl adding anothér bucket for he
game gh 29 points

« Tho Rockets saw their lcad dwindle
10 five pornts a1 the half, lcading the
Generals by only five. 44-19

Only two players scored for the
Rackets i the third, Anderkin and
Cash. but ‘the Rockets manhged to
outscore the Generals and hold oato
the six point, 58-52 lead

Things turned sour for the Rock
cts m the fourth, as the Generals went

1o take their first lead of the might at
59-5% - The wellcoached Generals

ook owcr, the game and never

d back
The Jack of an inside presence
throughout the game, he fact that
thé Rockets missed- 12-froe throws.

" and a General team thiat woulds('t go

away - especially in the fourth quar

R against Somerset

Jackson, Somerset

\r when it counied the most - all con-
tributed 10 the Rockets 84-7 defest

The Rockets raveled to Somerset
Saturday night for 3 - much closer
gamc with-the Briar Jumpers. again
coming home with the'67-65 loss.

Thie Jead wenit back and forth in
this game. with several lead changes
and ties throughout the game. The
first and sccond quarters both ended
with the game tied: at 20-20 and Y4 all |
respectively

The Rockets held the. lead at the
endof the third quarter 4947 and also_
invthe final mumes of the fourth quar-
ter until the gare was tiod 65 all with
12 scconds 1o g0

The Rockets did not call a timeout
and worked the bal until Aaron Cash
took it in for a kayup that did nof Tind:
the hole, and the loose bl went -fo
the Briar Jumpers with 4 1 seconds 10

8o
. ARer
timcout. (he Briar Jumpérs took the
il the length of the floor for a X foot
/3ot in the lanc that did find ihe hole
aiit gave the Briar Jumpers tha 6765
last socond win

The inside game was recstablished
with Andrew

much discussion. in the

Hanhmond leaditig all scores with 20
one of those baskefs being a re;
sounding: dunk
Hn(h:nllgll rn

Rockeastle 31 | 5 78
JacksonCo, 19 2 13 12 84
Aaron Anderkin 29, Jeremy Necley
b Aaron Cash 17 Andrew

Hammond 5. Josh Rewland §

Rowland 3

night, but the Rocki

Junior Andrew Hammond scored 20
jost on & last second shot, 67-65,

nts at Somerset on Saturday

night, but the Rockets fell short
North

wrel Friday night. It will be
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