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It's,a big change that not many
of us notice. 1t's ‘a significant
change after December 31, one that

-many people have trouble remem-~
* bering.

Every year I have pmblems writ-
ing the date after the beginning of
the néw-year. Especially this
year,. This year is unique.

There was all the hype surround-

-ing the aew century as 1999 drew
Jtoits close, Many even celebrated
- it as the new millénnium.

The timjng was off by a year.

The-dating system actually be-
gan with the year One (1), instead
of zero, therefore, it can be argued
that the new.millennium actually
began-when we rang in 2001,

The confusion nh) now finally

be over, as we'look forward to next
year, 2002, K
* So, now that we've delrnmncd
that we're actually just beginning
the new millennium, a'qucslmn
arises.

What will ser lhl\ era apart from
all of the otheey?”

In the 20th century, great ltch
nnlogxcal stridés were madc
These, along with popular cartoons
of the time put visions in our heads
of what the future would be. like.

Think back to flying cars, ‘com-
puiters thinking for themselvés, fly-
ing up into outér space, or travef-
ling ot the speed of hghl up into

. outer space.

" Todays high school students 4
more than likely awmoned thoce

" things as children,

Though we haven't made i it quite
that far yet, technokuy is uunnmg
in our day and time. 5
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“Engineers have made break-
throughs in transportation, devel”
oping cars that eimit fewer levels of
exhaust and achieve mileage thaf
cuccds 70 miles to the gallon

With the oil crisis we find our-
selves in, this technology is more

. thap just useful.

The year 2001 not only sees new

technologies, but al5o a change in} |-

acceptable behaviors., .

Each new generation pushed the
hmlls of social acceptance und
mlcs none ‘more than today's en-
tertain®rs and young people

The media and entertainment
industry is getting away with things
they never would have twenty years
ago, and new teen pop icons sur-
face almost wcckly .

The modern age and the collage
of things thai make it up has also

aided people in dc\clopmg,ncw

ways of thiriking. |
- Faux pas thmgs A‘thc past are
sxmply the "norm” today: 3
So what do, I see for the new

. millennium? Yhough 1 don't fore-

see flying cars and spaceships, new
technologies will coptinue 1o ap-
pear. - e e

Talking refrigerators and in-

“iinaginable conveniences might not

be too far oui of reach; ahd perhaps
even & low-flying scootér. The fu-
ture loomis be(m us, unknown.’

One !!nng is certain.

We, as people, will eontinuc o
evolve and find new ways th make
life easier, yet more challengmg
and fuiﬁl;m.

Change is inevitable, regmdless
of how obvious of suljile it is - es:

pecully in ¥ new mlllemml;n

Seniors: when you were in

kindergarten, what did you

think 2001 would be like?

"1 thdughl we would be fly-
ma in $paceships.”
) Wesley Falm

"I thought we’ would-have
rohotic maids." :
."Michael Thacker

"Ithought we would live like
the letsons."
Fara Burton '
® )

"I thought I would live on

Mars and ride spaceships.”
: Brittany Owens

)

) Athought we would be able

{0’ travel from plancl to
plancl
: Kayla Hayes




