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to his car.

Would be robber losés keys to car ;

Grocery robbed at gunpoint

A Somerset man will be back in
court on Monday to face charges of
‘armed robbéry and theft by uniawful
takirig, afteran armed robbery at B &
L Grocery on Hwy. 70

The robbery occurred around 2

p.m. last Friday aftedhoon.
ling 1o Rockcastle Deputy

According
Sheriff Roanic Roark, who was ihe.

first police officeron the scene, Heath

D. Toney, 31 entered the store carry-
ing a 380 automatic pistol and told
WRCMLI‘CMCKIDNHMWM
the store's money.

Roark said that Toncy left the

 store with about $500 in cash aid

attempted 10 get into his car, which
was parked ahoui a quartér of a mile
from the store on Hwy, 70,

Roark said that Toney had appar-

L is well

B & L Grocery at Quall wai robbed =t gunpoint Friday afternoon. The robber

caily Jost the keys o his carand that
storé owner Bobby Kirby, had gotten
a gun from the store. and was able 1o
detain Toney, until police arfived.
. * Roark saidthat Toncy had appar-
ently put some dyct tape on his face 1o
try and conceal Kis identity

There were no injurics in the inci-
«dent and the money was returned 10
Kirby.

y Country Music mu of Fame nr Ilcnlw V-Ilry A Corbin

mmlnuynrmb«nhbiﬂhnuuﬂﬂll 7 million. The total cost of the project will be
lbc.t $3.6 million and the opening is scheduled for Spring of 2002, The former Lair stables, shown abave,
Portal to the Hall of Fame, which will actually be built in two phases. The Kentucky Coun-

nryMuk

all of Fame board is also raising private funds for the project. State Représentative Danny
Ford of Mt: Vernon secured the orginal $3.6 million from the General Assembly. The monéy being raised
by the Hall 6f Fame board will be used to operate the Hall of F: fne, after it opens. i

s eaught by store owner Bobby Kirby, after he lost' the keys

Kenticky State Police Detective
Gary Lanc is in charge of the investi
gation

Toney is-also n ‘suspect in’an
armed robbery at a McDonald's Res
taurant in Soierset carlier in the day

He ‘is cumently being held on
$25.000 cash or property bond.

Important

Summit
scheduled

Promoting gmall bsinesses and
tourism. Helping entreprencurs get
the finaricial and technical assistance
they need.‘Working together s a
courity and region to bring more jobs

0 the arca.

‘The Rockgastle County Develop-
ment Boardand K cntucky Highlands
Investhhent Corporation will hold an
Economic Development Summit on
Wednesday, March 28, from O am
o 11:30a.m., toaddress these crucial
isstcs.

The event, which is open to the
public; will be held'at the Rockeastie
County CenterNet site on the third
floor of the county courthouse. A
complimentary cantincntal breakfast
will be served ai 830 a.m

John Clontz. chairman of the
Rockeastlg County Economic Devel
opmeni Board, sirongly urges com.
munity members (o participate in this

- half-day session

“Economic lt'\.rlupn\».n( is a joint
effort,” Clonta said. "We need our
community leaders 1o stay informed

Copt. to A-11

Census says

By: Richard Anderkin

Rockeastle County is not grow
ingas fast asall of the counties around
it, bt according W census. figures
released Monday, Rockcaste has
twelve percent more residents than
were here tef years ago.

According 1o the Census Bureau,
~Rockcastle now has 16,382 residents
smpared 10 14,803 ten'years ago.

Rockcastle saw. an incréase of
1,779 people ovet thie’ten year pe
riod

However, few of the new
dents in the county arc schoc
children

According 10 Rockcastle County
S¢hool Superintendent Larry
Hammond, student cnrollment -has
not increased in the ten year period:
and some years during that ten years
enroliment has .mmm dmuh dy
creased

We have not-had a 30 student
Muxuation during that ten year pe riod
cither way,” he said

Madison County continues 1o he

i

< increase in, populat

county grew
12 percent

the most populated county bordering
Rockcastle with 70.872. The county
grew by 13,364 residents in the last
ien years.

Pulaski County s the second larg
est county bordering Rockcastle with
56.217. They grow by 13.6 percent

Laurc] County showed the sec
ond largest growsh of the surrpund
ing counties with 21.4 percent more
people. The county has 52,715 people
living iniL.-

Lincoln County has 23,361 pesi
dents, with 3,316 more residents than
they had ten years ago.

Jackson"County has 13 495 rest
dents.and had an increase of 1,540
people from'ten yearsago. The county
actually grew at a higher percentage.
rite of 12.9-than Rockcastle.

Garrard Countyy, which barely
touches Rockeastic's border, had an
n:over the last

AN

e years of 27.7 perc

The county has |

2 residents

Cont.'to A<11

Stewart released from Madison
County jail after posting bond

An Orlando man who is facing
mutdercharges inRockcastle County
and other criminal charges in Madi:
son County hasbeen released onbond

Daty Stewart, 32, was indicted in

He is'accused of killing Patty Clark,
25, of Conwny on August 9 of last

Stewant is accused of fatally
shooting Clark and also wounding
Sally Hoskins, 24, of Crooked Creek,
who told police that Ms. Clark had
been shot 10 death by Stewar,

Stewart, who was shot by police
in Madison County two days before

Clark's body was found had been *

held in the Migdison County. Deten-
tion Centcr sitice he was released
from the hospital. '

LastFriday, Madison County Cir.
cuit)udge William Sennings released
Stewartafter he filled a $10,000 cash
bond. Ster -art had earlier filled a
$50,000m sperty bond in Rockcastle
County in connection with the mur.
der charge. Gircuit Judge; William
Cain is the Judge in the Rockcastle
case

Stewart 1s due back in court in
Rockcastle County on April 13 for a
hearing

Stewart s rial in Madison County
began earlier this year, but was de-
layed after a juror asked to be dis.
missed {rom the tal

Stewart’s urial dae in-Madison
County has been sct for April 2

Sandra Laswell, 33, of Boyle
County has aiso béen indicted in cort
nection with the case

Laswell is accused of criminal
complicity to commit murder, lam-
pering with physical evidence, con
cealing. removing and aliering evi
dence and complicity 1o assailt.

The day afier Patty Clark disap-
peared, Saily Hoskins walked to the
home of Sammy Siewart, Davy's
brother, where Laswell was staying
Hoskinis had been shot, but told po-
lice she did not know what had hap-
pened 10 her becausé she had been hit
in the héad

Accairding o police, Laswell old
then that she thought Hoskins had
been ina car wreck

However, policé say that Laswell
cléancd Hosis up before Hoskins
was taken 0 the hospital.

Police also détcrmined later that
the wvehicle Davy Stewart drove the
night of the wurder, a 1988 Jecp
Wrangler, was registered to Laswell, |

Lane Ponder gets his wish “from

By Willie Hintt
Special te the Mownt Vernon Signal
Lane Ponder was understandably
Sverwhelmed by the crowds he saw
in Las' Vegas last fall
The 6-year-old from ‘Scaffold
' Gane antended a Frofessionsi Bull
Riders event in that neon oasis com-

pliments of The Dream Factory of -

Lexingion, which fulfills dreams.of
:mam with serious or chronic il)-

Lme said, “Mom, | think they
should call it “Found Vegas', because
everybody found it,” said Lang’s
mother, Jill Ponder, the Youth Ser-
.Vice Center -coordinator for
Rockeastle County High School. *

Lane has underznne chemo-
therapy trestments ‘for sacral ter-
atoma, & germ-cell cancer discovéred
on his lower spinal colunin in April
-1999 and -which recusred in March
2000. The family his dream
would be fulfilled Dream Fac-
tory during his last Apy
treatmerit. at the University of Ken-

which
mhhﬁumrm-

‘former bull-riding world champion,
provided inspiration for Lane’s
dream. -

+  What he chose was the f
all bull-riding competitions, the PBR
Bud Light Cup World Champion-
ships at Thomas & Mack Arena in
Lis Vegas on Qet. 26-29,.an event

televised live on The Nashville Net- -

work. Lane shared his excitement
aboiit the trip with nearly everyone
he saw, including clérks a1 Wal-Mart
in Berea..

Besides his mother, Lase was sc-
companied on the trip by his father,.
Steve; his 3-year-old brother, Cass;
and his 9-year-old sister, Hannah.
Others joining him were his grand-
palrents; Jan and June Stevens, and

~ cousins Shaunna Stevens, Katie

Stevens and Mikey Todd

The family. |uyz¢ at palatial
Caesar's Palace, attended several ses-
sions of the bull-riding event, was in-
terviewed on TV aind msn number
of bull riders

s 30 times.

Many people wrongly assumed
Lane was named sfier the famqus:
rider, . \-

In Las.Vegas, the family also met
Terry Holland, a bull rider who de-
signed a buoking bull simglator rid-
&rs use to hone their skills. The Pon-
der boys found it hard to pass op the
“Mighty Bucky” exhibit in Cacsar's

e

The simulator, which is operated
manually aid is a far ery from the
mechanical bull made farous in the
movie Urban Cowboy, was such & hit
with the bays that the family ordered
one as a C present. It was a
fixture in the living room until being

mwedwmebunmnwﬁl:mlu

ag
lmn lmtﬁnprmnfMJM
Bucky that indicates.life in the Pon-
der home is different these days.
are in the ‘second part of thejr
lives, Jill said, the obe that comes
- after diagnosis of cancer. She prob-

—mwdlml-'ll:hnTy ably wouldn't stand in the way
M.Cﬂﬂv“lwrmm,,irmm\mx
Shivers and Tuff tike bull riding

Lane, who lost his hair during "~ “After the Last two years, it does, t
&mmmmw seem like & big thing.” Jill said. “He
attention there he his c-d&-wml'mmndsln
mothier said, He and his brother mlhltf-n-ynwu
dressed the piirt with boots, hats and. v-uwhunmp_
vests, No matter what bull rider asked Lanc continues to get excellent
Lane 1o name his favirite rider, he  medical reports, il said. There is no
always told them Lane Frost, theman  sign of cacer. Doctors do not use the

in the movie he’d watched as many term reshission for his type of cancer

because it implies there is no cure,
she said. What the Samily hopes is
that ithas been cradicated by chento-
therapy. “He is healthy today,”
said. “That's'about all [ can say, he’s
healthy today, and-we are having a
big time,” Pk

The tmily has taken io beart these
words: Yésterday is history, tomor-
row is 3 ‘mysiery and today is a
present. Jill said she docsn't fear for
Lane s safety when he drives his-golf
cart on their fidm. She’s quick to in-
terrupt house work o read him a book

or take himn 10 3 baskéfball game. She -

can’t. keep her hands off him and
kisses him at night as he falls aslecp.
“We are not sad,”
don't have any regrets. We live prob-
ably happier than most people I
know, more joyful. You oan really get
bound up in worrying about what's
coming: [t paralyzes you to live like
that. You tum, sway from it and you
just enjoy yourself”
= Itisimpossible ta tell Lanc's story
without explaining the role faith has
played. His grandmother, June
swmu of Wildie, says it is “myste-
" how an extensive prayer net-
work has adopted Lané and his fight
against the “bad cells® in his body,
which-is how his mother explained
rips to the noqnnl

Prayers for
tered all over Central Kentucky, as
well as in Tennessee, Cregon: Indi-
Cont. to A-11

Jill -

she said. “We

Lane Kiaye bécn ut-

_Drea__m Factory



