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The first meet for RCHS was the - ran
Patriot Games Invitational heid st
Lincoln County High Schoot this past
Friday. The RCHS girls' team hoped
to defend last year's Patriot Games
win, while the boys' téam sought to
win the meet for the first time.

The girls had to overcome the ab-
sence of five ey team members due
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The 400-meter relay team of
Johnna Abney, Casey Taylor, Chere’ -
Embs, and Sarsh Parsons ran én us-
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Cheyenne, Heather, Rachelle, and
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first place finish in an unbelievable
‘race. mmmmum
some time of 4:17.
Senior Ashley Lawson performed
excéptionally well in both shat put

Madison Central, ranked ecighth in
Class 3A, by 116 points. -

Along tlie wpy, the girls. estab-
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The Racmg Reporter

Greg Biffle gets

first Busch wm
By Geraid Hodges

The Racing Reporter
'LEBANON, Tenn. - G'qﬂlme
won his Busch Series victory”
!nldm'wﬂhml(elhm
the Pepsi 300 at the new Nashville
. It was his first Busch

by Randy Laloic and ‘Elion
Pole-winner Kevin Harvick *
wnmth‘u 10 drivers swapped.
the lead 15 times,
= "lfehalmkresdeuﬂeq)mgml
might and acrually feally nervous be-
cause when you have a good car it's
htemyawchefny- *The only
. ‘thing you can’do is make & mistake
or miesy it up.’ That's what we didn't
want o do was make a mis-
take. I'm thankful we didn't," Biffle
Biffie took the Rad for good on
1ap 187 -Keller had beert working all
day o koosen up his Ford, and he said
hnmgout-wnmlemhou
.during the 10th chution. Going into
tumn four, Biffle worked his Ford un-
démeath Kelier and gave himself
enough room to ge by for the lead.
Finishing Order; 1. Greg Biflle,
2; Jason Keller, 3. Scott Wimmer, 4.
Laldie, 5. Elton Sawyen 6.
‘Mike Skinner, 7. Kevin Harvick, 8.
Jeff Green, 9, Mike McLaughlin, 10.
Todd Bodine, 11. Frank Kimmel, 12.
Rich Bickle, 13. Brad Baker, 4, Jeff
Purvis, 15. Kevin LePage; 16, “Tim
Sauter, 17..Tony Raines, .18. Tim

Fedewa, 19.-Jamie McMurray, 20. -

Hamilton S, 21, Maik Green,

Sarff, 20. Mike Buckley, 21. Norm
Benning, 22. Donny Morelock, 23.
Nate Monteith, 24. Suart Kirby, 25
Todd Bowsher, 26. Billy Venturini,
27 Robert Burroughs, 28. Joe

. 29. Cavin Councilor, 30. .

Plnlhn Kranefuss; 1. Mark Gibson,
32. Jeff Strecter, 33. James Hylton,
34. Chase Montgomery, 35. Anthony
Hill, 36. Kevin Belmont: 37. Brad
Smith, 38. Dion Ciccarelli

Tony Stewart confident

‘ - going to Talladega

The NASCAR Winston Cup Se-
ries had the weekend Eastér boliday
off before heading to Talladega (Ala.) -
Superspeedway for the Apnl 22
Tlladega. 500.

As the second restrictor plm race
this season and the first since the sea-
.sch-opening Ditytona, 500, the 500-
mile T-Iladcg- event has proven to
bea o subject ify terms of
the standard garage area chatter,,

While the Dayibna 500 featared "
an unbelievable 49 lead changes dnd .

exciting racing, some would argue
that it became too exciting. Ari 18-
car pileup on lap 173 saw The Home
Depot Pontiac of Tony Stewart be-
come airborne before landing on the
. roof of another car and barrel rolling
t0.a siop midway down the back-
streich
Despite ‘the obvious uvenry of
that accident, it paled in comparison
to the tragedy that occurred in the fi-
nal comer of the final lap of the
sport's biggest race.
There, in'an accident that didn't
seem near as horrificas the one that”
preceded it roughly 30" laps earier;
Dale Esmhardt died after making
abrupt, nesily head-on contact mlh
the turn four wall
Losing the-icon of NASCAR
changed the sport’ forever, and the
reverberations created by Eamhardr's
losi, still esound throughout the
motarspdrts

ing the same things they always do
because -!ay has always been an
important issue,”
They've always done a good job, 50

1 don't feel like they have to de any-
thing extra. As long as they keep do-
ing what they've been doing than
everything's good."

FANFARE: Teams in The Pits

Inmeeaﬁydlyﬂufruum
rates were a one- day affair that usu-
ally consisted of only|100 o 150 laps,
50 crews weren't needed except to
change an pccasional ‘tire and add
fuel.

The Wood Brothers was one of the
first teams to recognize the need for
faster and betrer pit strategy in the,
early lm;ﬂieywmmmnmiby
Giraham Hill to service his car at In-
mmpolu Motor Speedway. When
he won the 1965 Indianapolis 500,
because he spent less time in the pits .
than other teams; pit -tqu and pit

strategy ywas bomn.

Pit stops for four fresh tirey, i
Winston Cup events have been Ye-.
duced from 35 seconds 1o 15 seconds
and, sométime less. Each half-second
is 50 precious that tesms havé hired .
physical fitness experts to train and
keep them in top phy-uzll form for
Sunday races.

Rimost every team reviews
crew's performance. with a small
‘camera that is, mounted on a pole and
mmmxmnuwvmnm
Tht:-nmulﬂnmdmhw
enters their respective spot on pit
road. T

Ina “four tire pit stop, it

regular
can take less than 16 seconds to
change four,40-pound.tires and
empty two 11-gallon cans of fuel.
The windshicld and radiator are
cleaned and the driver is handed a cup
mbodeolwweolﬂ&nk[rh

community.
In recent wleks, those reverberi-
tions have incréased as the Talladega
event has neared. The rese is, for all
intents and purposes; the ¢losest thing
Y. tothe kinid of driving conditions com- u
- petitorse: backat Daylona.  yards ont the track.
wonder, openly-and privitely,  Next Week: Whed &vlty
what the second round of restrictor  Teams Decide Yo Pit.
plate racing will have in store. Weekénd Racing: Both the
b@lh(ntwdm NASCAR Winston Cup and Busch
mmdlumenmw Séries will - be- at  Taladega
race to mi” said 2 . A
Tony Stewart, “As far as my accident il-21: Busch Series
itwas a racing 300, event 9 of 33 events; Distance:
Iy over with and TMine. 'm very 113 lapi/300 : Starting Time: |
thankful to the man upstairs that | am. ,-_(Es‘l’), ox; Defending
team has one of the safest cars’ cwlun—sﬂ ;
out there. We had engineers who spe- Sunday, April-22: Winston Cup, +
cialize in analyzing those types of mm“—h{!‘m -
crashes come 1o the race shop after  Distance; 188
10 ook at pur Daytena'car, * ing Time: 12:30 p.m. (r.m.w
they said that it was the best car rar.neﬁ-ﬁam-unuw
they had dcen preparation-wise iis far * don.
 me feel really good and confident as - : ;
a driver that if I'm ever put in that . Riicing Trivia Question: What
+ year was the first race held at
-m‘qn-ulme-nm ‘tma  Tallsdega way? ‘;
+ macecay drivér, and | know'what ¢an ' . Answer To Last Week's |
happen every tinfie | getifi the racecar  Winiton Cup driver Joe
and go ot on the ricetrack. If some-,  home state is Florida.
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