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John Hale
chosen as
principal
at RCHS

™ The site based council at the
Rockeastle County High School de-
cided on Wednesday to name John
Hale as the ncw principal at the

Hopkins is Valedictorian

Graduation at
high school is
Sunday, 2 p.m.

Rockeastle County High School.
Hale was one of two applicants
interviewed last week by the council. Graduation ccremonies at the
Hale is currently the principal at Rockeastle County High School
the Rockcastle County Middle School will be held on Sunday, June 3rd

and his hiring will creaic another
opening for a principal’s position in
the county this year.

Rockcastle CDumy School Su-
perintendent Larry Hammond said
the vote to hire Hale was 4-1.

2pm
The 29th graduation class at
the high school includes 170
graduates.
Mrs. Loretta Powell, Director

The council discussed the sifua- > - g of Student Scrvices for the
tion last Thursday, but did not come The Highway 461 bypass in Mt. Vernon has been the scene of several accidents this past week. Above, fou Rockcastle County School Sys-

0 dechaioa members of a Nicholasville family including a two-year-old and a six-month-old were injured in a wri e witl] b ihe ke ote 806
mmweu' the councildelib. | Mionday. Below, Rockcastle Ambulance Service EMTs help Ms. Elizabeth Woodall, of Brodhead, nll-r\m N G e ECYTIOLe e 4

o o INE :f ):wo hours before | 4% injured in a two-car collision on the bypass last Wednesday. The wreek she was involved in was eaused . ‘““.H""‘Il'f“'m’."'“"d""i- L

reaching ik 5 by traffic slowing down from another wreck at approximately the same time. Also on Monday, ten-year-old terin the graduating ¢
men ‘s‘mmm'“ Dana Single- | Rodney Shane Jones was injured in a d-wheeler accident on Maple Grove Road. He received a broken arm | 08 from the school s

ton, Adam Coleman, Paul Abncy and
Cindy Anderkin voted for the hiring.
Mrs. Connie Riddle was the only
dissenting vote.

‘The vote 1o hire Hale is public
record.

Rockcastle
Blood Drive

Every day, thousands of paticnts
nationwide receive the gift of blood
0 helpthem survive, The Rockcastle
County Extcnsion Homemakers re-
alize the continuous need for donors
and in conjunction with Central Ken-
tucky Blood Center is sponsoring the
next Rockeastle County blood drive.
The drivewill be held Thursday, June
14th from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the
Rockeastle Extension Office in the
basement.

Many say, "Il wait until a mem-
ber of my family nceds blood and
then I'll donate.” Unfortunately, if a

(Cont. to A10)

and was transported to the U.K. Medical Center.

Judge Venters rules

By. Richard Anderkin
The Rockeastle County Fiscal
Courthaslostabattle in Circuit Court
after Circuit Judge Dan Venters is-
sued a summary judgement ruling in
favor of a local landowner.

Venters ruled last.Friday that
Mike and Lori Gates are correct in
asking that the majority of the Toddic
Payne Road, which runs through their
property at Pine Hill, be closed o
public traffic.

The Gates filed suit against the
county in 1999 after the fiscal court
refused 1o close the portion of the
road that runs through their 800 acre:
although the road is vintually impass
able.

Judge Venters ruled in favor of
the Gates based mainly on the min-
uies of the fiscal court in the 1980s
and because of the depositions of
Rockeastle Judge-Executive Buzz
Carloftisand magistrate Donald Bul-
lock.

The Circuit Judge ordered that
the road be left open from the black-
top 1o the Allen family cemetery and
that the road be used only by those
who have relatives buricd in the cem-

etery.

The Judge also ordered that the
county maintain the road to the cem-
etery,

ve

reach for the Blind and have spent
$484,000 cash and have received
$192,000 in in-kind contributions,
since they started the projecta couple
of years ago.

Thecenterislocated on their prop-
erty and its construction is the main
reason the Gates asked for the road 1o
be closed.

Once complete, the Outreachcen-
ter will have ten bedrooms, all with
baths, a commerical kitchen and_a
community room.

For the Gates the road is a safcty
issue

Mike Gates himself is blind, the
result of a hunting accident scveral
years ago, butas heexplains, instead
of letting that accident ruin his life
and the lives of the people around
him, he, along with the help of his
wife, decided to start the Christ Out-
reach for the Blind Organization,

The Gates currently have two
buildings under roof, one an 8,500
square foot center, where 36 children
will be housed on a weekly basis.

The entire project centers around
helping the blind and disabled to get
on with their lives.

Keeney let go by
Crab Orchard council

Despite a show of support from
city residents, the Crab Orchard City
Commission voted in a special meet-
ing last week to fire Police Chief
Danny Keeney.

Keeney is a former Rockcastle
Deputy Sheriff and Liviggston police
officer.

The vote came at the end of
Keeney's six-month probationary
peniod, which was established when
he was hired to head the two-man

Buzz Clrl(ilusmd Wudm‘siay that
!\e was disappointed in Venters' rul-
ing.

Also during aspecial meeling the
court voted 10 ask Rockcastie County
Attoney Jeff Burdette 1o appeal part
of Venters ruling.

Carlofiis said the fiscal court
would ask Venters (0 clarify his rul-
ing about maintaining the road from
the blackiop to the cemetery.

'y i i that

pa Officer Richard “Butch™
Phillips remains on the job in Crab
Orchard.

The commissioners gave no rea-
sons for their decisions, which came
after a public meeting, a closed door
session and a 4-1 vote. Only Mayor
Phillip Shelton voted'to keep Kecaey.
Commissioners Mike Ramey, Jerry
Shelton, Mae Agee and Johnnie Lou
Adams voted to dismiss the police
chief.

the Gates basically have a privae
Mbﬂhllﬂgv ordered ns&n
maintain part of it,"
anﬂhwﬂdflcme
appeal in the next fow days.-
‘The Gates head the Christ Out-

Ramey, wh .
missioner, said that the commission-
ers voted in the best interest of the
city.

Before the mayor and commis-
sioners went behind closed doors to
discuss the future of Keeney as po-

lice chief, they opencd the floor to
an unusually large contingent of resi-
dents to express their views

Everyone who spoke did so in
praise of Keeney and many expressed
the view that the council had decided
1o dismiss him already.

Larry Sizemore of Walnut Street
said that Keeney had written several
tickets and slowed the traffic on his
strect

David Heltomr of the D&D' Mini
Mart said that Keeney was the first
officer Crab Orchard had who inves-
tigated a burglary athis store.

Billy Blankenship said that any-
one who listens to the police scanner
‘would know that Keeney was doing
a good job and that he had slowed
speeding traffic in town.

Jo Ann Smith called him the best
police officer the city, had ever had.
That’s why he made some enemies
in his six month stay, she added.

Kyl: Mcl(mnhl und LM com-_

pro-
ductivity during his time on the job
and deserved permanent status.

June 30.

The Valedictorian of the class
of 2001 is Stephen Hopkins, son
of Tony and Donna Hopkins, of
Mt Vemon,

Hopkins has mai nedaper-
fect 4.0 grade point average and
scored a 31 on the American Col
lege Test.(ACT)

Amanda Chism is the Saluta
tonan of the class of 2001. She is
aughter of Dr. James and
“hism of Mt. Vemon.

58 Chism alSo maintained a
perfect 4.0 grade point average
and scored a 30 on the ACT

5 graduates in the class of
001 received some type of col

lege schoarship and 12 of them
kept a perfect 4.0 during their
high school carcer

Graduation at the Rockcastle
County Middlc School isat9a.m
on Saturday, which isalso the last
day of school

School will be dismissed at

Valedictorian Stephen Hopkins

manda Chism

Salutatorian

10:50 a.m. at the Middle School
and HighSctiool and shortly there:
after at the three grade schools.

The Rockeastle County High School Girls® Track Team captured the regional championship last weekend
Members of the team are pictured above, front row from left: Mourine leuy,

Jessica Asher,

ney, Chere’ Embs, Heather Hammond, Danielle Arnold, and K:
Ma

lizabeth Bussell, and Sarah Parsgns. Second row from left: Johnna Abney, Shee:
Hayes. Back row from

head rol:h

Brummett, Cheyenne Carmack, Rachelle Hammond, Mindy Bullock, Tara Abney, Teresa Chislum,

t. coach Linda Howard,

The Rockeastle County Rockets baseball team won the 49th District

They are currently p:

n the regional

“Tournament
at Whitley County. Members of the team are

pictured above, front row from left: Aaron Cash, CodyA.ltnnder Devin Taylor, Brandon MclIntosh, James
Michael Bussell and Tim McIntosh Second row from left: Shea Taylor, Brandon Bishop, Greg Harper,
Billy Hackworth, Derrick Bussell, Christopher.Parsons and, Dackery Larkey.

‘Back row from left: head

coach J.D. Bussell, asst, coach Bert King, Marty Reagan, asst. coach Chris Hendrickson, Tim McClure,
Aaron Anderkin, Stephen Boreing, Devon Bussell, John Bray, Austin Miller and asst. coach Adam Coleman.




