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Cat-Tales

any things cuter nor.
more lovable than tiny, fuzzy kittens
or squimming nuzzling litle puppies.
Oh, well. I might as well add. or a
tiny baby just opening his/or her cyes
to catch a glimpse of.the creature
holding him so tightly. and feels the
arms surrounding him tighten and the,

face above breakinfo a snile which .

he, to he joy. answers with a crooked
little grin of his own. The onlooker
of a scene like this doesn’t know
which is themost beautiful. the smile
of the mother, holding firmly but gen=
tly, the newborn babe or the crooked
little grin on his face as he looked up
into the pretty face of the one hold-
ing. him so securely. Bonding was
instant, they both seemed to know
from now on they would be buddies

Animals act a bit differently with
their newborn. Their first action is10
check it out and clean it off, then
show it where dinner-is and which
teat has been reserved for it as long
as it calls her (m-e-o-w my) then
tucks it safely,close with the rest of
the litter and takes a rest. Nature has
already told it where itcan be found
50 it climbs over the rest and claims
its first meal. From the moment a
little kitten is born. it is cuddly soft
and the little sound of mewling
makes one want to snuggle it upclose
under your chin where it can be
warmied by your own warm body, but
instincts of harm being close makes
mama uncasy anda louder meow lets
you know it is time to return it to the
safety of the place beside her. Then.
before you know it that same litle
bundle of fluff and fur is cavorting
all over the place and finding a way
into your heart and also into places
and things you would just as soon it
‘would stay out of, They are such nosy
little creatures the phrase “curious as
a cat” describes their actions per-
fectly. So also does “quicker than a
cat.” They can hop off the top of the
refrigerator and be under the table in
a flash, or be calmly cuddled up in
your lap playing with the

the floor with kitty under the chair,

pulling on the loosened thread brin
ing threats of harm to her if she
doesn’t bri. it back. or get on your
hands and knees to-coax her to.
“come on out. baby, you are ruining
my yam.” If you arc lucky. she will
dash out and into your lap, or if she
is still enjoying the play. she may
dash’out on the other side with the

thread still in hermouth and the ball
of yam getting smaller as she has her
romp around the room

I didn’t have the joy of watching
/ cat go through the stages of
tty-hood” since he didn’t come a-

beggin® till he was half grown and
was fed on the back porch ill he tore
ahole in the screen door trying to get
inside. Once inside. he headed
straight for the recliner where | was
crocheting. leaped into my lap.
placed two little paws. around my
neck, looked up into my face and
meowed. Polly, the lover of all ani-
mals, was there. It was she that let
him in and, when she saw him jump
into’my lap and cuddle down said.
jom, 1 think yo you have yourself a
Oh no! not ma. | don’t want or
need a cat. Wherever he came from,
send him back. The ncighbor who
had been taking care of him had
moved awa
new home. ( he found
one. JuSt one more leap into my lap
and once more placing paws around
y neck and snuggling down in my
etheart” was mine. OF
ince it was Polly who had
smuggled him in the first time she
was allowed to ¢laim her share of.
love which he gave willingly. When
he first came, he was just an ordinary,
\semi-striped, medium grey cat' with
hints of white appearing on d
face. By the time he was half grown,
he was a very p striped cat
with white paws. white face and a
perfect white heart on his neck jikt
below his chin. That is why 1 named
him Sweetheart,
dams’ check-up. shots
canned or special dry food
he liked (he was a cranky eater). he
became a playful companion and wa
the joy of everyone who watched him
put on a show. Qh yes. he was a
shpw-oft. And he \»a\.lM NTUCK-
TAN. for playing ball was his spe-
ty. He could toss a small one into
thenexi room and. when it landed on
the table. would jump up and knock
it oft, Or he would like on his back
and keep it in the air for minutes at a
time. Then,.one day. | caught him
pushing a fat lid over the floor as if
he was playing soceer. slide under the
able, hop over the legs and slap it
back. Hmmm. | have an athlete on

e

my hands. Then, when Iheard pound-

g on’the Closct door and went to
e what was happening. | found, you
guessed it, Sweetheart playing with
the strings to my arm exercise equip-
ment. He made the noise by pulling
the ropes down, then letting them
loase <o the handles.would hit the

door. Sometimes. his actions were
uncanny and | got the feeling he
could actually understand what | was
reading and talking about." I would
talk About writing and he would go
sit close to the word processor. |
would say I'm hungry and he would
beatme to the kitchen. One day, [ was
proofreading out loud an article I had
written about clothes pins being a

Sweetheart - Sunbathing in

and he was hunting o

learning toy for children to play with
and the next thing I knew, he was in
the clothes basket, emptying'the

of clothes pins. one by onc.
and scattering them over the floor. (1
expected to see him any minute
building a fence or stacking them
neatly). But, he patiently played till
he Wwas tired then, just as patiently,
hid them under or behind something.
s0 he could get them when he wanted
100. He didall his toys this way, hide
them when he was tired and go at
unexpcted times and bring them out.
He had one annoying fault. he me-
owed almost constantly. 1 likened
him to a baby with the colic and [
couldn’t find a cure for it. | have been
told he was talking back to me. If this
is true. he leamed quickly for he was
a real chatter-box.

most don't like blye jays.
3 "Bullies that run off
the other nice birds."  Some folks
even calkthem ugly,

+ I happen to think that jays are sec-
ond only to cardinals in terms of
sheer ity and the ones that come
around my feeder and nest in the huge
old water maple in my front yard co-
exist peacefully with a couple dozen
other species. To the extent that there
is trouble. it involves putting cow
birds and black birds on the run. Rea-
son enough 1o love them as far as |
am concerned

There's’ nothing more disgusting
(o me than seeing two parent rohins
Taising a brood of baby black kirds,
cow birds or grackles whose real par-
ents ate the robins eggand then laid
theirown back inthe nest. { call these
black devils thateat the leaves off my
pepper ple -~ and feast on my sweet
comn seedlings trash birds. The jays
hold them in even less regard. And
vou will never see a pair of jays rais-
ing: black birds

1 couldn't sce the
was <o high in the tree, hut the
who nomally reost across |ow
Branch in the tree line a couple or
three hundred yards from my house
have taken up nesting in my front
yard along with robins. cardinals and
wren:

Late, in the fall when the le:
are gone | find ax many as a dozen
nests in the tree and have no idea
what species may have built them

The real fun bégins when the nest-
fings fledge. That' the first re
dence that the j n
nested inmy mmph‘ Forseveral days
the young birds practice flying from
limb to limb and during this process
Snickers, our little miniature dachs-
hund. has to make a mad dash around
the side of the housée when she goes
out to do her business. Ole Blueand
TLovely June, both of whom weigh in
excess of 60 pounds. find some other
place to lic in the shade while the
flight lessons are going on because
they don't want 10 lose their eyes.
Stray cats head for the Madison
County line.

Onee in awhile a-neighborhood
squirrel will unwittingly make it past
the sentries and get into the tree. I've
heard that jaguars are the fastest four-
footed animals alive but | have my
doubts. I've never seen anything’
move faster or appear more in fear
for its well- being than a gray squir-
rel with two adult blue jays flogging
at its hind parts, 1f all parents were

jays the world would be a much safer
place to live.
Somchow the jays have figured
out that the humans on my place are
friends, They neither fear us nor are
they intimidated even when 1 have
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* When | had (0 live in the motel
for all thos¢' months and no one wvas
there to.take care of Sweetheart; he
got sick and Dr. Adams said it was
100 late to.save him: So. he was put
to sleep and now lies in the little ani-
mal graveyard on the farm. [ know |
will never have another cat like
Sweetheart. He was special

Another cute little Cat-tale, is
about a mama cat Polly brought to
the farm to keep me company when
1 lived alone. She was an older cat
who had mothered several litters of
kittens which were all gone now so
Just mama cat and | had the place to
ourselves until an uninvited guest
began paying us visits nightly. | had
been feeding the cat op the front

(Cont. to Ady

gotten close enough 1o the fedgl
to practically re out and touch
them. Not that [ have tired. be
like the-dogs. | chenish my eye
however Failing it may be.
Over the last several weeks: what
I believe to be two of the young jays
that hatched in April hang around me
when T'm outside. | mean just out of
arms reach and it's almost like they
are trying to work up the courage (o
lightonmy shoulder. Nothing intimi
dating by either party about this at
all. 1t's a genuine trust’ thing if tiot
tright friendship. Almost like hav
a dog follow me around. or <o |

e,

Tateafternoon last week

<everal kibbles as well as

| noticed
sevaral bits Lattered a
Some of them h
been there through rain st

wamy boar

sly
and

cover,

some looked like theyd been
there that mon 1 didn't have a
clue how dog food could have got
ten on top of a boat when its off the
ground. On the other hand. | had
been raving about kibbles and bits b
cause my dogs were ¢
Six quart bowl every night and i
thought | had disconered sométhing
they really liked o opposed to the
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Deér Editor,

Re: Road CI

1 your opinion regarding Cir-
cuit Court Judge Venters® Order for
the county to close the Toddy Payne
Road it Pine Hill and, while respect-
ing your views, | nevertheless most
respectfully_disagree with you and
the Circuit Court. Please understand
that I, along with the magistrates,
voted 1o keep the roadway open’ 1o
the public - not because any of us
personally use the road but because
we believe our obligation 1o
our official trust to vigorously defend
what we have on record as being a
*county" road. In addition, there ap-
peared to be other landowners who
used the road as an access to their
. The forced closure of the

ircuit count, I fear, will
create a hardship upon
those landowners. While, we, the
county. fought to keep the roadway
open for them, it is unfortunate that
non¢ of the possibly affected land-
owners joined us in our legal battle.
It fell upon the Rockcastle County
Fiscal Court 10 defend the roadway
with records dating back to the 1950s
.- long before any of us became offi-
cials. Records that old did not readily
give us easy material to defend our
position due to changes that had been
wrought over the years near the road-
way. but we did attempt to champion
our cause -~ our responsibility to the
people in Rockcastle County. While
we hope that Mr. Gates plans to help
the blind are successful in our com-
munity, we, 3« county officials, nev-
ertheless accept our responsibility
seriously and will not shrink

Our Readers

White

from what we believe 16.be the
county’s legal role in keeping road-
en ifit means getting

We have decided to sppeala part
of Judge Venters” ruling and I want
to thank County Attorney Jeff
Burdetic for his very-active role in
our c:\upl_\k endeavor to keep the
road open. After all. this became the
obligation of our public trust 1o which
we were clected. Bécause the county
had failed to maintain much of the
roadway for many years before I got
into office, the case proved extremely
difficult for the county without the
aid of affected landowners. We did
everything legally possible to'see that
the road was lefl open.

Thanking you for letting me pub-
licly disagree with youjyet again -
and in a manner that respects your
views - | remain,

* Sincerely,
Buzz Carloftis
County Judge/Executive
Dear Editor:

As l]ln.&ldc‘cminnlul‘wﬁlmln
Logan McKinney and the former
Mary Ann Colyer (Collice) whosc
parcnls, Henry Duke and Mary
Bethurum Colyer, began the wadi-
tion of providing frec burial space for
members of the community around
Blue Springs, Rock:.mlc Cuumy. 1
have a spec
place of my anc 2
the sixth generation buricd there,

The first grave was that of a young:
Colyer son who dicd in the 1830's.
Since that time. even since my child-
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