PE. BA The Mt Verhon Signal Thursday, August 16, 2001

Beef tour to
By: Tom Mills, County Exten
4 Nnmrnl Resources

“Nincteen Rechcastte County Beef
Cattle ~ Association and - Young
Farmers A * members

Montana

sion Agent fnr Agriculture/

had some of the best cattle our group

viewed. Just looking at Lheaill €rop” ©

visited ranches in Montana July 17-
22 10 leam about beef cattle
production in Big Sky Counu—y At
Leachman’s, which'is noted as the
worlds largest seed stock producer,
the. group: looked over 1200 bulls
available for sale! This fall over
5000 will be grouped in Leachman's
feed yard and auctioned-in their
special sale. A fisit to the Bridger
USDA  Plant 'Materials - Center
allowed the group to see forage and
# wildlife plats Beel  cattle
production, as well as tourism from
hunting, is a big source of income in
Montana and the Center research
develops plants for both
A'wisit 0 Beartooth International
Angus Ranch in Harrison, Montana
found a Kentucky connectioh. Farm
manager, John Carrol, showed the
group an Angus bull'used at Boyd's
Angus in Maysville last fall and
shipped 'back to Montana for, the
spung breeding scason. A visit to
the High Country. o see cows and
calves, found 3 cowboys holding
300 momma cows plus their calves
standing in a 600 to 800 acre
mountain pasture, John showed the
group calves from several of their
1op bulls
At Willow-Creck, the group visited
Cooper Hereford to see a herd witha
breeding line which has been closed
since the mid 1940's. To everyones
surprise, this horned Hereford ranch

setious Montana beef producers are
about improved genetics:

Bobby: Sitz at Sitz Angus gave a
tour of the cow. herd as well as
sharing information on’bulls they
have! placed in 4 different Al studs.

Sitz is the third largest seed stock
producer in the U.S. and, as do most
of the ranches visited, have special
sales to market their top bulls and
replacement heifers. Farmers on the
tour found that with an Internet
canfection, viewing livestock for
“sale and sale catalogs are just a click
away. v

A visit to Ed and Beverly
Billingsly’s' commercial “operation
topped most.everyopes list as best
stop. Serting under cottonwood trees
in thy Billingsly's back yard, Ed
shared how water rights and
irrigation changed the Montana
desert land into farm land. Ed
discussed the  day-to-day farm
activities he and the local ranchers
do in their cattle operation.

Other sight seeing included a tour
(by “Extension Agriculture Agent
Cameron Clark around the tobacco
root loop, Virginia City and Enis.
The group caught a rddeo in Cody,
Wyoming and one day in
Yellowstone National Park to found
out a once-in-a-lifetime trip.

County navice winners in the Brodhead Dairy Show were: C| hnrll\ f\ lams.

Brittany Adams and .. Cameron

Baj Cattle and Young Farmer
m Mills, Jr,, Regina Lay, Du:

Sigmon, Ed Whitaker, Donnie Hurst,

Heather Adams of Rockcastle

/\:lucm\lun members on the Montana hu-((uur included. front row from lefi:*
n Reynolds, 5
Clinton Mullins. Back row from left: Raul Nicely, Herman

haron and

Tim Mink, and Garry and §

mith. Tom Mil1% l)mx; Smith, Sheil
eila Hurst

County showing her Brown Swiss
al Brodhead Dairy Show.

Adims, Roy lu\nul I,
ed. RBonni

Winners of the Railbird Judging Contest were from right: Chris McGuire.
Sr. Division, Melissa Crutché, Jr. Division and Randal Adams. Adult
Division. Also pictured is Char
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causc of heart discase, an:

slowly that you may not

Respiratory Care Center

before it strikes you.

a complete blood work uj

Rockeastle Hospital.

Call 256-2195 for more i
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Cholesterol build up is the most common

Come in to Rockeastle Hospimj and

cholesterol test, and-catch this silent killer

‘The frée test is a $70 value and includes

No appointment is needed. Do"not cat

fisr at least 12 hours before your test. |

.. for

Results will be sent to your family

doctor i€ he or she is affiliated with

d it happens so 5

even be awdre of it.

for your free

A

p-

better

nformation.

R@KCASTLE -

HOSPITAL AND RESPIRKTORY CARE CENTER, INC

Accredited by the joint Comission on
Accreditaticr of Healthcare Organizations

Free Cholésterdl Tests at Rockcastle Hospiral.

Just anather example of how we're‘leading the way to besrer health_in onr community.




