{ad.aJot of time offimy dly-job
over the holidays. We sort of shut
down the office for a couple of weeks *
and let folks catch their breath and
cofne. and go as they please hére at
the Federation of Appafachian Hous-

through the Hfidays

Nothing, in my experience, has -

ever been better named. ~ No piece
of Titerature is inore enfertaining or
bettey written

fy friknd, Fred Beste, who lives
i Wind Clap, Pennsylvania has been
‘a annual anthology of -

ing)
becausé it's the only chance we get
10 cateh our collective breath -

The mdu(lhenldn\d‘hv;mnmu
of the new years are sbout the only
tme we can ot relax for a

wonderful storics submitted by his.

please note the quite. “Select iter-
ate Frienids” over thé last decade.

It started oyt in 1003 ak'an ppen

(160 to a bunch of folks in Fred's

brief spell and it's. healthy for all of
us who work_here 1o do just that
. We. more orless, agree that if's
okay to. work as-long as that work
doesa't invalve calling up a cowdrker.
. and Tuining his or her. vication
" 'Sound policy, | belicve, Because it al-
lows folks who insist on working to
solve problems on their own without
dragging somebody else m and
- maybe assigning blame
Introspection. is always good for
the soul and normally makes thosé
_of us who use it henerpnmupnm m
the human experience
1 had intended to fish l'&\l those big
walleye ‘m Laurel Lake on my time
offizbut my boat froze tothe ground.
I spent a couple of days cussing my
luck and the weather and then de
cided-to hole up and catch up on my
reading *
And my favorite reading this time
of the wear has habitually become
"The \\wvdﬂfu] Book”

. ever known

- acquaintance,who might have ead

some books in their lives. Fred isa
venture capitalist and a genuine hero
among several eas Kentucky eco-
nomic developmeént organizations 1o
who he introduced reality, but I'm
way off the point as usual

Fred has been weonderfully suc-
cessful:in his busiéss life and he is
casily the mdst generous person I've
He- has. far, far’ more
friendswho chenish his affection than
anyone | know and [ talking big
numbers here

At least 150 “kids' 5% age ori
younger (I'nr 53) feel like he is an
older brother. Psobably 43 many more

older folks call him ‘sémething like
“junior”. 11 like having 300 siblings
And qutside that imimediate family
e has miaybe a thousand best friends.
So do the math. Fred has roughly
1300 people close to him and it sim-
ply makes sensc that 250 of them can
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250 of Fred's Literate. Friends have
submitted manuscripts I’w a
tion- in the \Honde'hﬂ ‘Book(s)
There have been that festured

* “reviews of favorite books, favorite

places, movies, recipes, family ire-

< dutions, gardenmg. family traditions,

cans, web sites . things that thake you
happy” and on and on and on. And
Iately, whatever i oh your mind

Fred compiles the mamiseripts in -

alphabetical order with scani editing
and publishes the entire collection th -
bound voluhes of sbout 300 pages
each year, And they just keep get-
ting better and'better and betier-—

Qver the years the Sonttibutors to.
the book have beconte close friends.
Fred's way of letfing us share with
each other so much more intimately
.than if we showed up at a party once
“ayear. And every year the submis-
si0ns get more personal. More dear
to read. More wonderfu).

I've been through the 2001 Woo»
derful Book three times, cover'to
<over, since Christmas and there is
not space, enough in this colum to.
‘begin singling qut-favorite contribus
tions, | can tell you, for sure, how-
ever, that singling out the best pieces ,
over the years, would culminate a
besi=scllerIn the meantime we-will
hold the individual volumes as heir-

*looms.

Fred telld me that he started the
whole thing 10 ‘creaté some joy, £0.
shiare life with folk-He really loves,
because it was more personal than
Christmas Cards, to enable people to
share.experiencés with: each’ other,
and becyuse it was unique and cre-
ative and bécause he really like to
-write, himself. But ] siispect that it
was & much higher calling

1 know for sure that when 1 am
down and out, | need onfy pull out a
‘Wonderful Book . from this yeay or

. any year past'and browse around and

soon [ will be intouch-with someohe
1 know who hs writien a heartfelt
piece of wisdom or spun ai incred-
ible yarn.and spon I feel better all
over because there is comort inbe-
ing a pat of Fred's Circle and there

is comfort 16 fourid within it
1 take great comfort in the Jove my
family gives me at Christmas time

_and throughout the year and 1 love

the sotks and shifts and fishing stuff
butwhenall is said and done, my fa- *
vorite present every year is Fred
Beste's "Wonderful. Book" of the

year
~Fhank you FJ:! .

lmm»m-_m
Wud&mmnymim
MVBU

plan-
nmmp-mlore-nhol.lnﬁ

tem:must seek outside help. Itis amaz:

lnpuaplnmmwvth
how The fol-

huge success. We fed 250 people
‘1 would Jike to give a special rec-
-ognition to the following people who

ber: Rockcasile Manufacturing, Mt
‘Vemon Plastics, Image Entry, First
.Christian Church, First Baptist
Church, Mt. Vernpn Elementary, Fac-
ulty & Staff; Rockcastle-County Hi;
School National Honor Society?
MVES PTG, MVES Girl Scouts, Ms.
Jennifer White's classroom, ML
- Vernon Pentecostal Church, Brindle
Ridge Baptist Chuirch, Valley Bingo,
Wal-Mart (Richmond), Migrant Pro-
gram, Mt. Zion Baptist Church and
Wildie Christian.Church.
Please know that because of your.

help thefe are 240 children with new *

Glothing, shoes, hats ot toys.
Again, | would like to applaud our
comhunify for aking part and mak-
ing our programs successful
Regina M. Hull-Brown
MVES Family Resource
L ourdmnor

Dnr E dnor b2

This is in reference 1o the article
by Delilah Brewer of her {ather, fsaac
Bammett that aj d In your paper
November So01 e

The two Pine Hill soldiers that he
was inducted into the army with was,
James and Howard Robinson, the
sons of Bill and Maude McHargue
Rabinson of Pine Hill. (He couldn’t

+ recall their names.) Howard was

killed -about thrée weeks before
WWII ended.. Those: two brothers

stayed in the same rifle company all” -

during’the war. James carricd
-Howard's body back from the-front
after he Wi hit by a sniper. Jack and.
Joe Robinson, two othér brothers wad

in the inTaniry in the safe arca at that
time. Bill and Maude had five other
hvyn that went into the service after
wwil

L lwtkmof(nlbeﬂuﬂm
Bamett Robinson of Orlando, Bill
was my uncle. ‘My brothers, James,

Virgil and |- was in WWIIand bro. .

Gitbert,Jr. waxin Navy in Korea fre-
tired from Navy 1972).
Brother Virgil was killed in battle

of Bulge ot December 13, 1944. 3

in Briarfield Cemetery in Or-
Iando. annrd ‘in
McHargue Cemetery in Pine Hill. .
Isaac Bamett is nty first cousin.
His daughter did a good job with her
dad’s story. | don’t have her address
10 tell her so, please pass my con-
gratulations on te her for me.
You have‘my permission [0 ust
this letter.'
* Sincerely,
George'Robinson

2 Drlrﬁnrs

I would like to protest the latest
unwimanted increase in.cost for the
basic cable TV from Charter Com-
munications.

| have heen given two different
justifications from Charter on this.

One was that “'several people in
M. Vernon™ had requested the is-
crease in the numbér of chanrfels pro-

vided, These people were not named-

nor their numbers disclosed.

The second justification; duringa
different phoné call, was that the de-
cision “came down from Corporate™
and that we are being given no choice
in the matter. " y

1t sounds as if there is rio. definite
reason except that the company
wants moré profits.

About i year ago. 1 checked with

" 4-Wheel Drive,
Loaded. -

7 Starting at

*8,990

going up AGAIN. i

The Mt Vernon City cau:ll
owes it to the taxpayers of Mt. Vernon
mudﬁmkhnr—-h

‘membery
are looking after their needs and
costs. i 2

ty,

Sincerel
H. Stephen Midkiff

= Dear Editor,

The Rockeastle County Migrant

Famiily Rsource Centers

from Roundnou Elementary,
Brodhead El . Mt: Vernon
Elementary, Rockcastle Middle
School; and thie Rockcastle County
High School would like to thank ev-
ery individual, faith organization and
group that helped 1o provide Christ-
mas gifts and/or food 1o familics in
our county. Every family that was
referred o these agencies was Spon
sored: and received clothing, age- tp
giftyand/or food

only successful because of the gen-
erosity of the.péople of Rockcastle
County.

e Thank you,

. Rockeastle Migrant Program
Family Resourcé Centers

uwn:wmrocm (859) 086.8888|

&

The Rockcastle County
.School District is joining

- the other. 14,885 school
districls throughout the
United States in celebrat- |
ing January as “School
Board Recoggition. .
Month.” Serving on our
Tocal school board are;
Samuel T. Stallswoth (3
yeari), Terry F. Burton (9°
years), Dr. George W.
Griffith (9 years), Martin
E. Vanzant (4 yeais), .
Michael Burdette (1
year) 1

“These men volunteer
countless hours of un®

e Rockcastle County Schools

. .Observe:

]anuary 2002

ront row from left: Dr. George W. Griffith, rnmmmmmdudmuk

row fromeft: Martin E. Varizant and Mu(l T. Stallsworth.

Rockeastle County Schools Superinten-

paid time not only pro-

viding the best possible education | ‘oﬁor students, but also xrv_mg asthe. rcrp(-rau boavd of dlm 1ors for
one of But iy hr’s Pl “lamy B.
_dent said. . »

Natlonal School Board Recognition Month

board members:

o | - WHEREAS, schodl boards arc sesponsible for pnting into place asystém for students tolearri and
achieve afthe highes level possible:

Toall wham these presents shall come

WHEREAS, these are challenging times for public educatic

WHEREAS: the key work of school boards includes taking action fo,¢
studénts should know and be able to dozta cstablish clear standirds for student performance: o

PROCLAMATION
S¢ II()()I BOARDS RECOGNITION MONTH
JANUARY 2002
A\ A

i

w IIER[/\S_ excellence in the cln'm\mm begins with execllence i the boardroom: ‘ g

ale a vision for what

ensure that student

10 build

commiunity for operating schools that support stuck

. resources loensure that students méet standards: (o create a ¢

ble 1o the

are tied 16

continuous improvement; and

1 standards: 10 be
ts achievement; |

10 solve common problems; and to ensure

to align school-district
e assuring safe and orderly

“As your elected leaders, they represent you in their continuing commitment (o local citizen control and
decision-making for our public u:hooh Hammond said. “Too often the effons of school board mem-
bers mum«omuxd and un! ewardzd

*The key work'of our school board is 10 cuppon student achievement by:
# Deteimine a vision for what you want your school district to become and how you
will lncus on studet achievemment as your sop prjority.
.« Set standards for whit you want students to learn-and 1o be able 1o doj
' ¢ Determine assestments that are needed 10 show that the district is achieving its goals
4hd if students are leaming-
« Be accountable for the outcomes ordmuom and actions;
® Decide 60 how 10’ ai-p district human and financial resources;
. Assure d climate of safe’and orderly classrooms where students can Ium and
teachers % can, teach;
* Bring p together in’
and to support common duccesses; and
* Question, examine, revise, refine md revisit in order 10 assuré contingous
improvement.
'!mmwmmnhmwaleﬂmmnqlmq lomappmmlmmumolbmrd
mmbm. M vzﬁed-, d effort on their part. They are dedicated
i _,u!,-m-. mdloﬁﬁﬂng!on)whu\focdlul

w0 lOth rom mon pmblmu .

- Signed this jl«)— :

WHEREAS, we arc proud of the work school boards'do afid the role they play in creating a quality
publlc education system that is [«ﬂumunnl 10 a strong democratic society;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1. Larry B. Hammond, Superintendent. Rockeastle County Schools, do hereby
declare my appreciation to the members of the Rockeastle County School Board and proclaim
the month of January 2002 0 be

School Board Rccognldon Month:

1 oege sl cilizens 1o join ma i fecognizing the dedication and hard work of local school board
members in preparing foday’s studcnts for tomorrow’s world

o nd c"ﬁ'f"%d‘*‘““‘""‘f

day of ;L..‘ ..,’ s TR
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