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1i would haye probably heen the
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h Chrysti Noble’s
knocking off Al

ranked
Rockets st sh
The Rockets played aggréssive

ck from a first hatf 127

bo down cily 29-25 at the half

Junior Ashley Mirk put in 3 goal
10" begin the third period: and senior -~

y got the lasi goal of
cut the Lady General's

Amber De
the quaster &
lead 1043-41 at the third quarter stop’

In the fourth quangr, it was the
Johnna gbney. Tara Rowe show as
n combined 10 score
2] ‘points with a
ing the Rockets
of the pame; 46-45 at

their
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the 6:59 maik

The Racmg Reporter

By Gerald Hodges
The Racing Reporter

Bill Elliott says change

is necessary to win .

Bill Elliott u.]l be going for an
other wm in Sunday's Budweiser
Shootout at Daytona International
Speedway

Winning a NASCAR \\m.,un

* Cup rixce is the dream of every driver

who straps on a helmet and takes his
place behind: the steering wheel
From Red Byron in 1949 to Jeff Gor
don last seaison, but none of the gre-
vibus champions have. iried any
harder o' win races than Bill Elliot
did in 2001
Daytona 500 polé

But his biggést obstacle on the
way to Victory Lane was accepting

after. winning the

change

Gordon' had six wins on th®way
to his-fourth title in 2001, and
e
highest on recard. When Eltiont, the
Dawsonville, GA native won his only
Winston Cup championshipin 1988
he also had six wins and claimed
$1,574.639.

Eliott Kad ot won a nguh\v e
son race since 1994, and there wer
rumors of his retirement during fast
year's fnidscason. But thatywas be-
fore he won the Pennzonl 400 at
Nov. 11. Suddenly
all the critics became-silefit .

ol

Effiott had giveiup his role asan” |

owner/driver afier the 2000 «amn
and teamed up with Ray Fvernham,

Central B«

ied a whopping $5.872.273, the

But, sophemore Sara Elfiot re
spanded with 13 points. of her game
high 27. to keep'the Generals ah

The Rockefs Tell behind 62-57

with 53 secondstef

play and

to begin fouling. That was s

in itself sincethey had

whistled for one infraction ¢
and h foul five u
Generals 1o the free th

e Leah Moore hit both shots
Abney
ckets

 then put ap a three an
added a basket for all of the R
scoring in the game.,

Abr d the scoring foy (he
Rockets with 17 e had 14 sec
cnd half points for  total of 16; Mink
got 10; Hammond 6; Denney an
sic Hiyes 5 each and Amy Bamett

The Rockets ar
and F3-8

jow 0-4 i dis
erall

trict play

hief for Jeff Gordon
d solely on

crew

coacent
ing. and it appes
et 3, win until race num

ed to.pay off. ev

Elliott was back in Victory Lane

ending a 221-race dry spell

*You'ger’to the point. that you
think you could never win another
race,” said Elliow. "But you've jyst
got to keep belibving in yourself

It had been a cask of tlose, but nct
cigar for Elliott, even though he had
several solid qualifying ¢fforts dur
ing 2001 :his finishes always seemed
to'be lacking

“It took me six
season to realize | didn't Kave to

manths int the

worry about anything at the race shop
any longer.” said Elliot. “When LEeft
th track on Sunday I could prety
much forget about it and comie back
thenéxt Thussday o Friday,

"I feel like you'vé got to' change
o0 win, That's,what's been the-hard
t for me the last couple years. The
-older you get, the harder it is 10 win.

To be able io hange the way you
buijd cars and learn how to drive dif

feréntly is the key to.success.  *

1 went \ho-u},)urmu in"98% and’
99 with that type mlentality. 'We
got to yun this or i ain't going 1
work . Now+if's "You guys sat it up
and Il dy 10 give you feedback of
from

whiat it's doing and we'll go

thees ™
Elhiott, winner of41 Winsion Cup
races has two more. years left on his
(Cont. to A-9)
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_Rockets lose to Patriots By

one; bvea‘t Jackson County

It was & bit v
Rockets hoys baskethall - the
ter” came last Friday-night at Lincoln
Co. when the Patriots aven

k for
bit

an
fuss by He
) in

carlier season one p
feating the Rock
time. The
day night when the Rockets handed
Jackson County their first loss in dis
trict play 7

wer

swiet” pant came Tees

Against Lincoln, the re was
tied nine times and. if Rockets
had hit ¢ s (1 25

and 4 1 wertime)

game would
ton

he Rockets ped 1 (o an
early. 6 d-in the fiest quarter but
the Patriots fis back to'te the
score al-12 all it the end of the pe-"
riod. Junior J ndlds drew

first blood
ond quarter

Hammond foll
However, the P:

¢ Rockets in the sec
and senior Andrew
with two more
through 1o

take the lead 19-18 before Hammond
got his-thard suaigh retake
the lead

hirough the

gin the th
@ shox

thr

ets really cam

Cash anc 1

o up 46-41. B

#6041 by Reynolds. A foul on the
Rockets and a Rocket tum-over gave
Lincoln 4 points-and it. was WS‘
with 1:08 left'in covestime.

Cash hit one of two. free: throws
and Lincoln cameup’ with the re-
bound.. Réynolds knocked the ball
lose 10 Cash and Devin Taylor was

. fouled with 23 seconds left. Taylor

converted both for a 5954 lead but
the Patnots answered immediately
with  three point goal with 12 sec-
onds left. Cash was fouled on the next
possession, conveited one, 1 make
the'score 60-57 and Lincoln called &
time out. With 11 ticks of the clock
left, Lisicoln set up for a three point
shot. It went i and the Rocket de-
fender was called for a foud. The Pa-
triot made the free throw and Cash's
shot, with 1.1 seconds left; immed
out :
Hammond led all scortng with 24
points; Cagh_got 13; Reynolds' 7;
Anderkin 5 and Settles 1. .

The Rockets played-one of their
games of the secsen Tuesday
might in defeating the Jackson County
Generals 73-59. Junior Chris Settles,
wha,

did
tumed in a stellar performance, lead-
ng all Rocket scorers with 19 points,
{nchuding going 6 for 6 from the char-
ity stripe
Jackson Co.got the opening-tip
1 and converted an easy laynp but
that would be their last fead of the
game until midway through the third
quarter
The Rockets led 22-13 at the end
of.the first quarter behind 9 points
by Andérkin ‘and Settles came
through with 8 second quarier points
10 help his tcam © & 33-26 halftime
edge
But. the Rockets went cold in the
ter and the Generals didn't
ring the Rockets $-0 ta go
13 Cash finally stopped the
at the'T°36 mark by hitting
¢ thiows: Taylor fol-
fowed with a three point basket and
kin hit a fwo to put the Rock-

(Cont. to A-9)

Brand
‘when the Rockets e

o Eatin and Josh Brewer got into thie Rocket epirit Tuesduy night
district s

ity defeated Jackson County in &

game.




