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By Jissica Dewny

* Most kids dream ahnul.h-mg om
-stage with thousands of screaming °

fans and blinding bright lights. One
student ai RCHS found this dream
when he played at the, Grand Ole
Opry in Nashville, TN,

Banjo playing jumor Joe Wagers
is a membér of the band The Ma:
son Jars. They played i the Ryman
Auditorium January 5. Other mem-

bers in the band include Kyle *
Farmer who also plays the banjo, . |

and David “Bass Boy™ Mayfield,

who plays the bass fiddle

The apprirtunity to play in Nash--
ville came when The Mason lars

«won first place in the String Bean

Mernovial Youth Band Competi-
tion. They played two songs, then
wiited one hour to find our they
W('I - =

“It was unbelievable, but 1 felt

" Yike we worked seally hard for it.” -
» said Wagers,

Wi]rn' said the hard work pasd:
off when they recieved their prize
from the contest. The prize for win-
ning the contest was the chance 1o

Wagers's family was in shock
"1 didn't .believe it;"said
Wagers's grandmother Gail Kirby.
According 10 Wagers's uncle
Tony Mitson, it's a day thcy 1l never

“forges

“It's a once in a life tite expe-
nience,” he said proudly.

A once in a life time experience
for some, but Wagess had other
ideas F

"We played one song and pot &

-standing ovation,” said Wagers

uudnlonurn this sum

mey. ;

“I was really sur.

..prised they_inviled
s back.”

- Wagers passion
for the banjo was in-
spired by his lag
grandmother, Dora
Mae Wagers

“"When | was
~about 12 years old
my grandmuother had
a binjo'lylng in the
~corner,” ‘he ex:

phmed "She asked if Fwanted 1o

learn how to play, and eventually T

learmed.” °

Since then Wagers has enter-
tained many'uudtms at RCHS

Most students. heard him play in

the talent show last year.

"Joe is the best banjo player I've
ever seen. He can really.move his
digits,” said junior Ross McClure

Wagers has dreams of being
part of a full-time string band

According to freshman Megan

Students know the positive
effects of peer pressure

oy T Tyien

Peer pressure is a comman
cause of poor decision making
skills that exist among teens. How
ever, some teens disagree with the
common stereotype of pegr pres
sure: that it's bad.

“Peer pressure is when someone
your age tries o convince you o
do something,”
Ramsgy, who believes that peer
pressure is mostly a good thing be-
cause good thingf come out of peer
pressure more often than not. -

Ramsey began to explaift some
of the bad effects of peer pressure
starting with how he spent last sum-

" mer. e RIS
“I spent-a lot of time hanging out

at a college. Now that's a place’

" where peer pressure makes a world
of difference. Thai's the summer
that | first tasted alcohol,” ex
plained Ramsey

He hesitated 10 | lell some of the
more personal bad experiences
with peer pressure. But to find

stated semior Josh

by some of my friends "

Sophomore Heather Adams be-
lieves that peér pressure can be
good aly}..

“If's rgmd thing because you
need to expetience-the good and the
bad side of things, “explained
Adams

Ramsey stressed that peer pres-
sure can be bad; but in the right situ-

" ation or with the right people, it can .
change your life for the better.

“I've changed because of peer

, pressure, when my ‘new* friends

started telling me not 1o & that kind
of stuff,” explained Ramsey.

-He went on to explain how his
girlfriend has. helped him overcome
some of this pressure.

"My girlfriend js really great
100. She kept me from going out
and being pressured at the parties.
She's my peer pressure that keeps
me out of all thcdmgsmdalo& 5
hol.”

"Peer pressure can be positive

play in the Grand Ole Opry . He went on to say Mike Snyder,  Parker, “He's going 1o miake it fo _‘Soime more serious encounters with o negative. 1 think a lot of people
Afier finding out the Mason Jars -aﬂ*m!:ruflhﬂiﬂﬂdﬂknpr)', the big time.” 5 ||hcthou|hnnhmtm|fewyean go on 1o college because of peer
Id be playi Nashville, invited him back 10 play in the new before the colle 5
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Congratulations, Rockets
on your successes!
For all )u::u_x'rj insurance needs,
- we're friends you'can depend on! -
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