Last Saturday night, (Mother's
Day Eve if you're a week behind)
Loretta and I were invited to a dance
at Berea College.

Invited by Patty Tarquino, a Berea
College student and wonderful young
woman, ‘native to Columbia (South
America) who spént the summer of
2001 in our home and became so
close to us that we literally consider
her family. We call her "daughter”
«even though no adoption papers were
signed. Actually none were needed
because Patty has her own wonder-
ful family and, truth besknown. she
adopted us as well.

Butiit was the first time in our lives
that anybody of a radically different
cthnic heritage had shared our
lifestyle.. Or vice-versa. But justa
yearago wemoved all of Patty's stuff
from campus to our house and to this
day we marvel at how she managed
to get two truck loads of "stuff”
crammed into a dormitory room
about the size of a walk-in closet.

Patty was a student intemn at my
place of work and to make it eco-
nomically viable for her to stay in
Berta, she needed an affordable place
to stay for the summer.” Lorettaand |
talked it over and the rest is history,

In short order our house was ab-
sorbed by her presence. She would
geton the phone with her mother and
converse in pretty loud Spanish. She
would get in the kitchen and stir up
guacamole to die for and she helped
out in the garden like an old hand

She fussed at me for smoking. She
cajoled when anyone was upset. She
leamed to drive my old standard shift
Chevy truck like it was her awn. She
went yard saleing on Saturday mom-
ings and showed me how to barter.
She mowed the grass. But most of
all she wrapped us up in her love and
enthusiasm for life.

The last thing in the world Patty

had 0 look for was an opinion on
whatever. She always had (has) one
and it is well reasoned. In even
shorter order everyone in our family
came to adore, respect and treat Patty
as though she had been among us all
our lives and in the process she be-
came just that-a member of the fam-
ily and loved as such.
So last Saturday night we were
Patty's favored guests on her wrf, A
reserved table and treated like roy-
alty at a multi-ethnic dance on the
Commons at Berea College. It was
the ultimate in diversity for this little
town where the city government and
college politics shortomings fre-
quently give me cause to wail.

Pattykin's dancé, and I'm sure it
had a more formal title, was a cel-
cbration of diversity. College kids
and several professors/instructors
showed up on the Commons to have
a good time.  The kids came from
all over Appalachia and-from
Mexico, several / n countries,
several South and Central American
Countries, the Mideast, Asia and
other parts of the globe. And they

* been so enraptured with a college
"

* danced together as a single people.. I

have never ever been so proud of
Berea and [ certainly have not.ever

y g,
1do get perturbed at the local and
college politics from time to time but
1 am absolutely sure that Berea Col-
lege is the best place in Kentucky -
and maybe the entire country--for
diverse cyltures to intimately appre-.
ciate and learn about each other and
ultimately become "one", Itis noth-
ing short of miraculous. Nothing
short of the miracle that our modem

C .

world needs and deserves. same ise to his parents to always  on this special Mother's Day,

Last Saturday night, on the dance - jove ;'::m care for him. By now tears Thank you Birch and Gretchen,
floor, , hand-in-hand, . of joy ing from happy eyes  forincluding those of us who often

I-to-soul and passi 8t and Iations and hugs came  feel we are forgotien by the genera-
Berea College, thergwere kids from ' from all present. It was the kind of  tion we watched and loved, grow to
all over the- world dancing together  good news all Grandmas are glad 0 adulthood. And may God's richest
but there were no minorities. This  “hear: It was then 1 knew why Birch  blessings accompany you throughout
notion of diversity is not a lesson (0 was so determined to have me there  a happy married life.

late for the leaming. Itis simply one
that has not been leamed.

Thank you, Berea College, for
showing a few of us just how simple
that lessoncan be. Thank you Patty.
Tarquino La Pilar, for asking us (o
the dance. It was a life-changing and
awakening experience.
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Happy Mother's Day
The past weekend was spent with
Rod and Helen in Sinks Grove, W.
Va. where T had been invited to at-

tend a Mother's Day celebration at|

the home of my Grandson Birch and
friend Gretchen. When | arrived [ was
told Grandmothers were special
guests and it was a 'must all three
should be there. That included
Birch's two, Helen's mother, Virginia
Campbell and me, Rod’s mom and
Gretchen's only living one, €larice.
Of course, the mothers, Birch’s mom
Helen and Gretchen's mom, Ghee
were there. Know what? | never got
a last name of anyone. | forgot as
usual, that would be an important part
of my story if I was tempted to write
about it. As it tumed out 1 am report-
ing what a wonderful day it was. It
was just what I needed to take away
some of shadows that have been hov-

Attention
Auto Han
DAMAGE VICTIMS

Shafer’s
Auto Body

606-256-3532
is now offering

Complete Paint, Glass Replacement &
Professional Dent Man

(1-800-641-8721)

" Paint Free Hail Damage Repair
Located between Brodhead and Mt. Vernon - 1.2 miles on Hwy. 1250

at

We have a
large
selection of

John G. Hamm Auto Sales

606-256-5692

late model cars and trucks at
reasonable prices

ering over me.

The sunshine warmed the shade
of the big trees in the front yard where
tables were spread and thie prepared
feast, cooked by Birch and Gretchen,

\_served by the younger folks so there
“was no need for the Grandmas to rise
from their comfortable chairs toeven
ask for a second helping: Gretchen's
grandmother and sister sat atmytable
where we got acquainted and
swapped a few stories of the days
gone by when things were quite di
ferent. The menfolk were not shy
about putting in their two cents worth
either. It was undoubtedly onc of the
friendliest get-togethers | have been
1o in years. This was my firsttime to
mect Greichen's people but within
minutes we were chatting as if we had
been old acquaintances. Helen's fam-
ily. Mother, Virginia, sister and
brother-in-law Ruth and Bill are al-
ready family to me and now | feel
like I have an extended one when
Gretchen is added on August 3rd
That was what the big cclebration
‘was about.

They both wanted the parents and
grandparents present when they an-
nounced their engagement. So, while
we were all present around the table
and ready for a social hour, Birchand
Gretchen with ams intwined stood
beside the big oak tree close by and
asked for attention. When ail got
quiet Birch looked toward Gretchen's

Central Body Servic

MU Vernon

275 Richmond Swreet

Precisio

Collision - Repair
Quality Work Since 1966

timates - All Work Guaranteed
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Brock’s Auction

Re-Opening

Welcome everyone back to
Brock’s Auction located off
Huwy. 150 in Brodhead this

’7 Saturday, May 18th

Auctions are every Saturday

|

' parents and asked them for permis-
sion-to marry their daughter whom
he loved and would like to share the
rest of his life with. In turn she con-
fessed her love for him and made the

TiME For A CHANGE
VOTE

Gary V. Linville

Rockcastle Co. Sheriff
May 28, 2002 (Lever 8)

One man can make a difference with God’s help, your vote and support
Rockcastle Co. will have-a new Sheriff, Gary V. Linville,
by the people for the people
TO PROTECT AND SERVE

On Sept. 11, 2001 each of us witnessed a great tragedy which caused
great fear all across our nation, yet reminded us of the many freedoms
and privileges we have as U.S. citizens. Along with these freedoms, shere
are also many responsibilities that each one of us have in doing our part
to help to make our nation a better and more safer place to live and raise
our children and grandchildren.

One of those privileges that is also a responsibility is voting as you go
to the polls on May 28. 2002 think back to Sept. 11 and the emotions
you had. »

When voting think how important your vote really is. As we have
already said there are many grave dangers our county faces and now
more than ever we need leadership. a sheriff with a vision to move foward,
and inforce the laws of our commonwealth.
| A sheriff that will work hard o bring all the good people together to
help make Rockcastle Co. a safer place to live, work and play.

Rockcastle Co. is a good place to live, by voting for Gary Linville you
will have a part in making it a even better place.

As your new Sheriff, I will bring fresh energy forward and fight to
climinate the many crimes that are sweeping across our county, that are
destroying our families, endangering our children, scaring our elderly
and hindering growth in Rockcastle Co. ;

More Recent Photo

We have worked hard for months to try to see and talk to as many of
you as possible, we're almost out of time if I don't make it to your house

All your automotive needs N Mo 2. fogive e,
Sl . Don't forget, it’s time for a change. Vote Gary V. Linville Rockcastle
in one location Co, Sheriff May 28, 2002.

3 As always, special thanks to our many supporters both city and county.

A ; Open 8 a.m.-to late
UNITED WE STAND!

Paid for by Gary Linville




