. lreada lot
Trade journals having to do-with
. my profession pour in. The daily
papers from Lexington, Louisvillc,
Richmond, Danville and the week-
lies from a couple dozen Kenticky
communities. Even the Wall Street
Journal, even though I don't make it
a high priority, shows up cvery dhy.

Not a night goes by.that [ fail 1o
read, propped up with a couple or
three pillows against the headboard
of my bed, for at least an hour o two
before drowsiness kicks in and | ei-
ther go to'sleep happy or ticked- off.

It's a routine. \

Some people go to the doctor and
get prescriptions to make them go to
sleep.” Others drink exotic teas or use
old herbal remedies. A glass of warm
milk works for others. I've had at
feast a dozen tell me that counting

~ sheep really does work. Etc.

Reading is the only thing that
works for me.

And maybe that's why my eye-
sight is failing 1 read in low light
with those 2X reading glasses you
can get for a buck a pair at this littlc

place in Richmond where everything
in the store costs a dollar. All I can
tell you for surc.is that they cost about
12 dollars at Wally World or Rite
Aide and the ones at the dollar place
work better.

I went 1o an optometrist in Berea
just over 4 year ago and had gl
made, Two hours of teSting my sight
and ‘half an hour of frame fitting.
Whatascam!!! The cheapestframes
he had in stock cost over $50 and my
share of the glasses cost nearly $150
after the insurance company paid up
1 tried wearing them for a month and
now they lie on my mgm -stand use-
less. But 1 can read, crisp and clear,,
through the dollar glasses and in the
final analysis that's all that counts. 1
have about as much respect for op-
tometrists as | do lawyers and politi-.
cians these days—-far less than none.

Sol've beenreading. Every single
night of my life

And over the last six weeks I've
hit three winners in a row. I want to
tell you about two them this week and
the' third will have to wait. Just let
me say that it is really rare for me to
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read three books in a row worth rave
reviews. In fact it's never happmed

ing and storytelling in the best of
mountain tradition and it captures

bef d rightnow
entertained.

I came in one Saturday a ‘few
weeks back and a book: was lying.
dust-cover face-up on the kitchen
It was entitied "Big Stone

Gap". Either Lofetts or daughter Jen-
nifer had found it at a yard sale for a
dollar or less and thought it sounded

“like me so.they picked it up,

Adriana Trigiani is the author and
1 sort of remeniber some unflatter-
ing reviews in the Kentucky. press a
couple or three years back when the
book first came out and Barbara
Kingsolver was all the rage. I should
know better than trust a book review,
published in a one of the big state
dailies or even the New York Times,
for that matter, because they are gen-
erally written by folks with boulders
(as opposed (o chips) on'their shoul-
ders.

Big Stone Gap, by Trigiani, is cas-
ily the best piece of fiction Pve read
in the last year. The second best is
“Big Chemry Holler” which is a s
quel to_the first title and you abso-
_lutely must read them in ofder.
“Kingsolver's Prodigal Summer" im-
pressed me as the best piece of en-
tertaining Appalachian Fiction writ-
ten in this century. Trigiani's - two
books are numbers two and three and,
combined, they outweigh Kingsolver
in terms of witand outright story-tell-
ing.

Adriana grew up in Big Stone
Gap, Virginia and has made a hugely
successful carcer in New York as a
playwright, documentary filmmaker,
and television writer for network
sitcoms. She brings a cosmopolitan
understanding of Appalachian culture
to'her writing without ascribing any
bias or prejudice and she writes al-
‘most poetically.  The characters in
these books dfe just like folks you've
known if you grew up in small-town
Southwest Virginia or any of those
Kentucky counties nearby. In fact,
I'm pretty surc I have know some of
them even though their pames are
changed to protect literary license

What I know for sure is that I
fotced myself to read Adriana
Trigiani's books one of two chapters
a night instead of, straight through
because [ knew ['was onto something
oh-s0 special that 1 wanted to make
itlast fc alnights, “This s writ-

central Appal: an honest, non-
condescending way that is so rare
these days. Ina word; it is delicious
and, from my experience, darn near
accurate.

1 wish that I could have grown np
in Big Stone Gap instead of across
the mountain in Kentucky because |
can see my role in these stories, |
sure feel like I know-all the charac-
ters. And | love every orie of them.

In fact, I'm almost sure I dated one
of the women because [ used to hang:
out in Big Stone Gap on weckends--

If you read regularly, you ure

cheating yourself if you don't read
“Big Stone Gap" first and then the
sequel, “Big Cherry Holler,” which,
is actally better but pretty much
meaningless unless you read the first
book  If you gréw up in the moun-
tains and have a literary hair on your
head, you will love’ this writing.

Middle-class Mountain influenced

. fiction has yetto get much more hon-

estor better articulated than Andriani
Trigiani has put together here. Just
don't be reading in bed if your spouse

is asleep and side splitting laughter

or big sobs will wake him or her up
There's plenty of both in these two
books.

Sweet
and
Sour

By Zi Graves

Just where do [ start? May as well
be where I stopped a few weeks be-
fore' my experience at Central Bap-
tist Hospital in Lexington.

If I femember correctly it was
May 26th and the Tackett clan was
celebrating a humdinger of a reunion
on the front lawn of the home of Janet
and Lynn Barras and Jon Richard and
Gern Mace.

The gathering had begun Friday
aftemoon when the farthest away kin
began rolling their campers in. Soon
cvery shade trec had folks visiting
and many with two or three special
guests known in the modern world
as house pets.

These were the darlings too lile”

1o be left alone and loved too well to
be ignored. For awhile I though we
had made a mistake and was at a dog
show not that it would have mattered,
for they were often the subject of
conversation and romping ovér the
lawn with.

“This was the first time many of
them had ever felt the beauty 6f grass
growing beneath their feet and they

didnit seem 1o know whatsg do with
it-

roll in it, or use it for a toi-

let. By eventide the show was in full
swing and Janet had planried this so
cach family had a member in it di-
rectly related to my Dad, Thomas
Henry Tackett. He was the father of
ten children, of those ten two, my
young brother Herb, 86, and myself,
88, were still able to attend and did a
pretty good job of holding our own
with those we were nearly strangers
iith. We hygged nicces and nephews
we had never scen beford and heard
voices one would haye been sure was
the voice of one you had been quite
familiar with when you were kids

In other wonds - genetics,-voice,
pattern, and depth of tone can be a
deatl giveaway as to whom you are
speaking. And this conglomeratipn of
75 or more adults trying to-get in the
first word before it was gobbled up
by the next in line trying to do the
same thing. Everyone-had a story to
tell. Remember when? Whose that?
were common phrases as a new face
appeared on the scene and a loud
guffaw of welcome greeted the new-
comer. These folk had cancelled en-
gagements at other places to be at this
reunion and didn’t want to miss one
welcome note of it.

The four children of my oldest
brother, who had been killed in a
motorcycle accident some fifty, years «
ago, were all there and for the first
timé since that fatal ‘accident, they
were gathered together with us as a
family.

Some of us would finally get to
touch and hear the voice of a part of
the family we hardly knew existed.
It was an exciting time and produced
some wonderful surprises. Right here
in our midst was the family of our.
brother, the brother who loved to
sing, whistle, and be the life of a
party. Then close by was the farnily
of asister, a family we were just now
beginning to know existed. The most
we knew was, she was our sister and
loved to prove it by bragging about
her heritage and her likeness to her

T, Dad's nose was called Roman
nose and roam it did all over his face.

Thé reunion had begun early with
folks. coming from far and near.
Laughter never ceased, the excite-
ment never slowed down and before
this ope got started another was be-
ing planned for next June. The mu-
sic was slow to get stated, the excite-
ment of brand new faces and talents
‘began to appear. Glen pulled out his
guitar that had been in: storage for
several years-and began to sing with
his vgice that had also shown the
wear tears of the years. A few
good old-fashioned hymns were still
tucked away and were coaxed out
before lunch got under way. And by
this time guess who had to'take a
break? Me.

‘The planning for the next one was
done by Janet and other interested
anes. Zi took the back seatand sim-

-ply enjoyed thie companionship of

some very talented offspring of the
old-timers. Maybe you haven'theard
but I have been kind of puney and
Central Baptist has been headquar-
ters for awhile.

Quality
Lawn Service
Mowing & Trimming
Pruning, Pesticide Spraying of
Ornamentals and Shrubs,
Fertilizing of Ornamentls,
Shrubs & Small Trees

Ethan Eversole ¢ 256-5140

Nz SHEPHERD DAEWOO |

290 EKU BY-PASS/RICHMOND, KY (859) 624-5500 :
THE HOT DEALS CONTINUE AT SHEPHERD DAEWOO!

999 GMC JIMMY SLE 4%3
Ul cruise, cass. pwr wads.
o locks. pwr scat, V-6 engine, push
button 4-whee drive.
WAS:*16,995
NOW: $14,995

1999 CHEVY S-10 EX-CAB 434
Aute, cass, pwr wnds. pur jocks. bed
fiser. alum wheels. push button 4-
drivel
WAS: 14,995
NOW: 12,995

Created by Shane Seals c/o The Berea Citizen

T990 TOVOTA TACOMA 4
Auto, alt. U, cass. bed liner. alum
whecis. now tres, remalaing factony

WAS: *15, 995
NOW: #1399

PAYMENTS
UNTIL SEPT !

NOW.'13.995

“2001 NISSAM XTERA 4x4
Aute, ale, U, cruise, cass. pur wmds’
pwr locks. sunroel. alum wheels, xtra
sportyl

WAS: 21995
: 18,995

FIlL-UP WITH
EVERY
PURCHASE!

Auto, ait cass 46.000 miles. bed linez.
H*—‘\“”_

1998 CHEVY5-10 8x4

¢

WIS: 13,995
3110 gﬁ

OVER 50
PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES
T0 CHOOSE
FROM!

VEHICLE HAND
SELECTED BY
THE OWNER!



