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Day 7 - July 3. 2002 (Continued)
After the waiter park, we stocked
up on ice and supplies at Wal-Mart,
then took the kids to a Golden Cor-
_ral in Rapid City. The waiter, a re-
ally big. rough looking guy. singled
out Justin and Derrick to pick on. The
two of them couldn't do or say any-
thing without getting verbally
slammed. 1, along with severl oth-
ers. laughed so hard | could hardly
cat. Grear entertainment, but Justin
and Derjek probably didn't enjoy i
much.

After eating, we finally got on the
road into the Black Hills. On our way
to where we spent the night, we drove

. past Mount Rushmore. The security
wis extremely_tight; with a State
Police checkpoint and Nationa!
Guard personnel all along the route
leading 10 the monument. We drove
right past the monument and stopped
in the National Forest about two
miles further down the road.

The place we stoppedis probably
one of the best natural campsites
Jenny and 1 have ever found. Bul-
ders bigger than houses, level ground
with plenty of room to park and set
up our tents. We would have the
whole area-to ourselves for three
nights before we moved on 1o W
ming

Day 8 - July 4, 2002

Had lgft over donuts, milk and

juice for breakfast this moming up
on the boulders overlooking our
, campsite. The view is magmificent.
' We left the pup tents standing and
headed into the town of Keystone-As
we'pass Mt. Rushmore, the police are
gone, but the National Guard is still
there.

In Keystone, we let the kids roam
for a short time after w¢ purchase
tickets for the 18007s train. Sinc¢
some of the rides.are sold out we need
to drive to Hill City where we catch
the train for a round trip from Hill
City to Keystore and return. We took
the back road to Hill City, Over thirty
rail road crossings, stopping at<ach
one since we're in a school bus. |
forget that part when | chose the
route. Pretty scenery though. | don’t
think the group was that excited
about the frain rile. So they did what
boys from Rockcastle County do
best. They flirted with the girls work-
ing On the train.

Finally, after the train ride. we
head for Mount Rushmore. Since it's
later in the day, security is back in
force. We pass through' police check-
points, geta complete check out by a
search team, to include a dog going
through' the bus and pass through
metal detectors before we're in the
monument. We all discuss the secu-
rity measures later and come to the

isensus that while it's a shame that

terrorists have brought this to our
ountry, the monument is still open
for us to enjoy.

Mount Rushmore is simply a spe-

cial place. People are cither awed by
the monument, or they‘re disap-
pointed. there doesn’t seem 'to be
much middle ground in peoples re-
action. Jenny has always loved to just
soak up the monument, while it
evokes such strong patriotic feelings
in me that | sometimes become emo-
uonal, This year, because of 9-11
those feelings are really close to the
surface. Afier letting the groups wan-
der the monument for awhile, 1 am
extremely surprised and pleased to
hear several in. the group talking
about some of the facts they have
Jearned about the monument and
their country in the short time they've
been here. It just reaffirms my belief
that travel is educational.

Jenny docs it again. She never
stops trying to enhance the trip: Now
she manages (o top everything we've
done in the program, at least as far
as I'm'concerned. She got permission
for the group to formally retire the
Natiodal Colors at the end of
tonight's prograni, Afier talking to
the Ranger in charge of.the days pro-
gram, we find that the flag that we'll
be retiring is the same one that flew
over the. monument on 9-11. Even
though the flag is tattered, the Rang-
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ers decided that it would not be taken
down until the 4th of July.

Like a lot of people, they were
sending their own message 10 those
who attacked our country last Sep-
tember.

After gathering the gr(:up and
practicing several times in the miain
hallway of the muscurn, we all sat
down 0 enjoy the final minutes of
the program, which included patri-
otic music by the Air Forcé Band and
a film about the monument and the
people who built it. The entire crowd
‘of approximately 10,000 people sang

~the Star Spangled Banner during
_which time hidden lights lit up the
faces on' the mountain and our
nation’s flag. The Cadets were intro
duced by the.Ranger in charge, fol-
lowed by the retiring of the Colors,
It went picture perfect, there wasn't
a sound to be heard, not even a child
crying. When we got home and re-
. viewed the video I shot, we couldn’t
believe the number of camera flashes.
Afterwards the kids were floating,
they were so pumped up about what

they did. What a tremendous honor.

Ttwas close to midnight before we
got back to camp. On the way, we
had noticed a note under our wind-
shicld wiper. It was a note from
someone from Mercer County just
saying hi. No one was even close to
being tired, so Jenny decided to cook
alate supper of chili by lantem light
Just about the time supper was réady,
a car tumed off the main road and,
stopped in camp, When the driver got
out I couldn't believe it. It was Kyle
Fletcher and his wife, Audrey, from
Brodhead. Kyle was one of the origi-
nal members of the-“Corps of, Dis-
covery *98," who came out here with
us four years ago. He was camped in
a nearby KOA, and saw our tents et
up earlier in the day. Other than our
daughter, Kyle was the first of the
original group to make it back to
South Dakota, Tickled Jenny and 1
both.

Day 9 - July 5, 2002

Still in Black Hills National For-
est.

Woke up this morning to the

. sound of beautiful Native music that _

Jenny and Jay were playing over the
external speakerion the bus. We then
had.a breakfast few of us will ever
forget. Don’t remember what all we
" had, but it included oatmeal with

walnuts and raisins. I love my wife |

withall iy heart, and | singgrely be-
lieve shie's the best cook in the world.
But she has never tried to cook”
oatmeal in a big pot over a‘Coleman
stove for 14 people before. I ate mine
right away, but it was starting to set
up pretty good before | finished.
Oatnieal is supposed to stick to your

= ribs, but this stuff stuck to anything
it touched before it got to your ribs.
The kids harassed her to no end. [
didn'tthough. [ leamed long time ago
inthe Army, you never give the Mess
Sergeant a hard time. You never

- know what you'll be cating the next
meal. She took the harassment-real
good though.

Corps of Discovery travel out West

Board the bus for a short trip down
the road where the group takesa short
dipin Horse Thief Lake. Don't spend
much time swimming though, we've
got places 1 go-and hills to climb.
We pick up ice in Keystone and head
up on Iron Mountain Road. Beauti-
ful scenery. The road cuts through the
niountains in narrow one-lane tun-
nels. I chicken out andbypass two of

them though, I don’t think Mr)j
Perkins will be amused if [ stick one
of his buses in a wnnel in South Da-
kota. Several switchbacks and pig-
tail loops where you cati almost read
your 6w license plate from the
driver’s seat.

We finally arrive at Hamey Peak
in Custer State Park. I don't think too
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Tim, John, Jay, Jacob, Jessica and Andy hiking to Hamey Peak
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Attend* \
4 of 5 nights
with good
behavior
RECEIVE
a free voucher
for the Berea
pool on
Tuesday,
August 13

o Kick-Off /Registration

. Monday, August 5th @ 5 p.m.
COOK-OUT « FREE HOT DOGS & DRINKS

* Must receive 8 of 10 stars to be eligible for free pool voucher, good Tuesday, Aug. 13, 7-9p.m.




