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Hello, Kentucky. 
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Minds in the Middle 
KCMSj began RAP sessions on 

Wednesday. This, is our nc\v advi-
sory program Josh'Blair was 
awarded with a new bicycle after his 
RAP idea was selected as the name 
of the program. (Rocket Advisory 
Program:) Congratulations Josh! 

Permission forms are available in 
.the ofliccfor GEAft-UP Bcrea-Davs 
This' experience is op>cn to 'sixth 
graders only. -The event will be next 
Saturday. September 7th. 

Thc.FCA (Fellowship or Chris-
tian Athletes) will have their first 
meeting on Wednesday. September 
5th. This group is open to all RCMS 
students. The meeting will begin-at 
approximately 7:50a.m. in theband 
room and;will include a time of ac-
votion and praycrr 

. The Voyagers leant recognized 
Nicky Shclton as their "Random 
Acts of Kindness" award winner last 
week Nicky made his" teachers 

. pround by choosing to clean up the 
softball field during his incentive 
time. '• 

Rcincmbcr that school will not 
be in session on M.onday due to La-
bor Day. . 

TTiis Thursday'evening (he 
RCMS football teams will take on 
Madison Middle at home beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. • • ' 

The 8th grade Lady Rockcl§ tos-
ketball teamfis§bccn competing this 
week in a scries of games at Midi-, 
son Central. Members of this year's 
tcapi arc'Samantha Doan. .Lura 
Cash. Ashley Stewart, Meagan Grif-
fin. Ainsley Busscll. Anna ReynOlfls. 
Meredith-Robinson. Kayla Stettin. 
HoIIic Barnett, Lcann Holdcn. and 
Jill Owens. . 

The sixth grade Lady Rockcts 
team has now been selected. Those 
tĉ m members arc: Sara Barnett.-
Tamara BlaVton.. Brooke Bowlin, 
Sasha Bullock.' Brittany Calhoun. 
Kayla Cameron, Morgan Collins.. 
Rachel Cash. Jalisa Lav. Nicole 
Locklear, Pamela Johnson. Sara 
McKinncy. Katy Matti'ngly. Megan 
Ma/.ureck. Ashley Robinson, and 
Mary Saylor. Team managers arc 
Stephanie Graves and Rochellc Bul-
lock. 

YSC Update 
Due to 9 scheduling conflict the 

Advisory Coijncil meeting has been 
changed to September 5th at 11:30 
a.m. at Kastlc Inn Restaurant 

All .the best to Mrs. Oima K. 
•Owens on her retirement. She is re-
tiring September 1st after working 
in the school system for 34 years; 8 
years at RCMS. 1 year at Livingston, 
and 25 years at BES. She will cer-
tainly be missed! 

A special thanks to Lisa Clont/ 
and Joann Guilfoil for their dona-
tiOn$ to our clothes closet. 

" The enrollment at RCMS is up. 
this year to 745 students. 'Student 
attendance is crucial. If students arc 

- not going to be at school, please call 
the school and let us know. The tru-
ancy program will begin on Septem-
ber .17th. The court, involving Judge 
Lambert and Brad Mouncc. is used 

. to resolve attendance problems. The 
program is held each Tuesday morn-
ing. Ten students will be invited to 
participate, with parents also being 
encouraged to attend. 

We may be contacted at (606) 
256-5484. 

Mt. Vemon Message 
We have just completed our first 

week of school. Students and staff are 
adjusting to our new arts block rota-
tion. We will rotate the next block of 
Tuesday. September 3. . ' 

Mark your calendars for-a long 
weekend. There will be no school on 
Monday. September 2 in observance 
of Labor Day. 

Project Wisdom readers for lasi 
week are as follows: Mary Ann 

, McNew, reading recovery assistant; 
Shelley Parkerson. reading recovery 
•teacher; Sherri Cash, reading recov-

ery teacher; Cindy Anderkin, coun-
selor and Larry Lee. teacher. Thanks 
to all who have participated in this 
project." 

Our quote for this week is "When 
one is not doing good himself, he 
likes to talk of what is wrong with 

' others." 
Our Family Resource Center is 

sponsoring after school enrichment 
classes and adult computer classes 
beginning on.Monday. September1). 
For more information, contact 
Regina Hull-Brown, coordinator or 
Vicki'Chasteen. secretary. 

Rockcastle Couilty M iddle School mathematics teacher; who participated 
in an Action Research Project sponsored by the Eisenhower Regional 
Coasprtium for Mathematics and Science at AEL are pictured abQvc, 
front row from left: JilfWhitaker. J.D. Harris and Cayci Beaver. Second 
row from left: Sheila Johnson. Terry Parkey and Theresa Davis. Third 
row from left: Jennifer Cook, April Harris and Robert Phillips. Back row 
is Scott Parkey.'Not pictured were Gina Nicely. Brcnda Ballinger, Mark 
Brumett and Patty Reese. 

Action Research Project 
improves classroom instruction 

Rockcastle County Middle School 
mathematics teachers are in their sec-
ond year, of participation in an Ac-
tion Research Project sponsored by 
the Eisenhower Regional Consor-
tium for Mathematics and Science at 
AEL. The project focuses on using 
assessment data to improve class-
room instruction and student learn-
ing. The teachers began the project 
in the fall of 2000 by analyzing data 
from the Kentucky Core Content Tefl 
and the .CTBS'in order to choose a 
target content strand to improve stu-
dent achievement. The 7th and 8th. 
grade (pachers-chose the core content 
strand of algebra- and the 6th.grade 
teachers chose division. A "research 
partner".provided by AEL convened 
the action research group monthly 
after school to plan how to incorpo-
rate research-based strategies; into 
instructional units, share student 
work and address ways to bridge gaps 
ill student learning. In addition to the 
monthly meetings, the teachers did 
individual research for instructional 
strategies and shared their research-
.with the rest Of the team. 

"Thfi Action Research has helped 
me with additional support and re-
sources, It has also allowed the math 

• department at the middle school to 
bond and share similar concerns as 
well as ideas on improving instrac- • 

• tion," states Robbie Phillips, 
Theresa Davis adds, "The AEL 

venture has been a wonderful project 
that has provided the time and mate-

The.teachers begankhe 2001-02 
school year by analyzing data from 

.the Kentucky Core Content Test and 
the CTBS and again chose Algebra 
and division for improvement. The 
teachers and research partner con-
tinue to examine mathematics'edu-
cation research and best practices that 
the teachers can incorporate into 
classroom instruction.-

Sixth grade teacher. Brenda 
Ballinger. explains, "being a part of 
the Action Research Team has been' 
beneficial because it has allowed 
.much needed time for all the math 

' teachers in the school to plan together 
and discuss different strategies. |«1ore 
importantly we have been able io 
study our math scores and determine 
areas of need and develop a plan to-
gether to improve those needs." • 

This year the teachers will also 
participate in professional develop-
ment activities related to the chosen 
content strands: Gina Nicely relates, 
"I am pleased with the variety, of 

. strategies'using manipulative* I 
learned that arc beneficialto my stu-
dents." 

The teachers are.paid an hourly 
stipend through the Kentucky Teach-
ers Professional Growth Fund for 
participating in the project. 

Sheila Johnson adds, "AEL pro-
' vides the support and practice in tech-
niques to improve student learning as 
welj as the time to collaborate and 
discuss these techniques." 

The math teachers have.also, de-
veloped an observation instrument to 

l o r oh -

scrvatton and analysis of instruction. 8 - -
By the end of the school year they For more information about the 
plan to, have completed an online : P.roj<jpt. contact Terry Parkey at 
mathematics,curriculumfor grades 6- Rockcastle County Middle School. 

Tiger Pause 
Please mark Monday, September 

2 on your calendar as there will be. 
no school due to (he Labor Day holi-. 
day. 

The next Brodhead SBDM meet-
ing will be held On Monday, Septem-
ber 9. at 7:00. Our next PTA meeting 
is Tuesday, September 17 at 7:00. 
The first meeting of the 2002-03 
Brodhead Family Resource Center 
Advisory Council will beheld at.6:15 
on Tuesday. September 17.' 

Several .questions have come up 
concerning breakfast/lunch priceŝ  
Following is the cost of all catego-
ries. Elem. Breakfast - .30 reduced, 
.75 paid and 1.25 adult. Elem. Lunch 
- .40 reduced. 1.00 paid and 2.00. 
adult. 

Please note that newsletters will 
be coming home with students on 
Friday's this year. Be sure to read 
each one carefully as they contain 
very important information. • 

A n d e r k i n n a m e d N a t i o n a l 
A w a r d W i n n e r in H i s t o r y 

The, United States Achievement 
Academy announced that Megan 
Anderkin of Mt. Vemon, has been 
named a United Slates National 
Award Winner in History and Gov-
ernment. 

This award is a prestigious honor 
very few students can ever hope to. 
attain. In fact, the Academy rccog-
.nizes fewer than 1.0% of all Amcri-. 
can high school students. . ' 

Anderkin, who attends Rockcastle 
County Middle School, was nomi-
nated for this national award by Ms. 
Melissa Singleton, a social studies 
teachcr.at the sohool. 

She will appear in the United 
States Achievement Academy Offi-
cial Yearbook, which is published na-
tionally. 

"Recognizing and supporting our 
youth is more important than ever 
before in'America's history. Cer-
tainly. United. States Achievement 

Academy Winners should be con-
gratulated and appreciated for their* 
dedication to excellence and achieve-
ment," said Dr. George Stevens, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United States 
Achievement Academy. 

The Academy selects USAA win-
ners upon the exclusive recommen-
dation of teachers, coaches, counse-
lors, and other qualified sponsors and 
upon the Standards of Selection set 
forth by the Academy. Thecriteria for 
selection arc a student's academic 
performance, interest and aptitude, 
leadership qualities, responsibility, 
enthusiasm, motivation to learn and 
improve, citizenship, attitude and 
cooperative spirit, dependability and 
.recommendation from a teacher or 
director. 

Megan is the daughter Of Rick and 
Cindy Anderkin of Mt. Vemon and 
the granddaughter of Wayne and-
.Christine Taylor ofQuail and Jim and 
Perlina Anderkin of Mt. Vemon. 

School M?nu 
September 2-6,2002 

Breakfast 
Monday: Labor Day - No School. 
Tuesday: Pastry or cereal, toast', 

jelly; juice and milk'. * 
Wednesday: Breakfast pizza or 

cereal, toast/jelly, jiiice and milk. 
Thursday: Pancake and syrup or 

cereal, toast/jelly, juice and milk.' 
Friday: Egg and cheese biscuit or 

cereal, toast/jelly, juice and milk. 
.. Lunch 
" Monday: Labor Day - No School. 

Tuesday: Pizza Or brcadstick and 
sauce., corn, garden salad, fruit des-
sert arid milk. -

Wednesday: Sub sandwich, Jet-
tucc/pickle. California vegetables 
and sauce, com chips, dessert and 
milk. 

.Thursday: Fish sandwich or com 
dog, macaroni 'n cheese, fries, shape-
up juice bar and. milk. 

Friday.: Hamburger on bun. 
frcnch fries, lettuce/pickle, fruit des-
sert and milk. 

Joanic Alexander at-
tended U.S. Spacc 
Camp,in Huntsville, 
Alabama the week of 
August 18th - 23rd. 
Joanic's trip was made 
possible thru Shoprite 
IGA of Brodhead. 
Joanic wrote an essay 
to earn her trip. Thanks 
10 IGA. Joanic had a 
great time! Joanic is 
the daughter of Jack 
and Sandy Alexander. 

For more than sixty years, we've been providing clear, quality telephone service to cities and 
© 2002 ALLTEl. Products nof av^llatjte in all areas. Contact an AtLTEL r60resentatl.ve.for det&iis' -


