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See Py A9

Mt Vernon

holds last
meeting of

.year 2002

Current Mt Vernon Mayor

King preseated three city ein-
ployees, Burgess Mullins, Dennis
McClure and Junior Gray with
watches in honor of their 20 years of
service to the citizens of Mt Vemon.

King snd the council also passed
 resolution 10 make a walking track

- ot the city's bilipark on.the Old Mt
‘Vernon-Brodhead road. %

The property has been used for
several years by local sports teams
and Mayor King said that it would
still be availsble 1o them, but that the
city would make & walking track
wround the outside ‘of the property

In January, current council mem-

—ber Clarice Kirby will take ‘over as

Mayor aftér beating K inig in Novers-
ber

« The council will also have three
new members, Betty Buséeli, Steve
Renfro and Brian Hansel

They will-join Clark “Joe”,

Mullins; Wayne Billock and Lonetta
Daughtrey )

‘Local Animal '

Shelter open
for business

The Rockcastle County Animal
Shelter ;is  full opération at
Roundstone and people are adopting
dogs and even some cats.

Rockeastle County Judge-Execu-
tive Buzz- Carfoftia said that things
had been gomf well at the recently
opened shelter and that the county
was using work release prisoners
from the Rockcastle County Jail o
help in the operation, which of course
cuts costs

The animal ‘shelter ir run by
Christina Trump and the phone num-
ber st the shelte is (60) 256-1833,
Some foes apply and-the shelier is
opext from 10 a.m. 1 4 p.m

Feds refuse
to let Brodhead
man sell assets

The federal, government has.a

with feeding his horses

Family members are regponsible
for foeding his aver 100 horses, but
his atiomey Jerry Cox of Mt Veron
said that he had asked the court

ajlow Thompsen to sell his horses,

but the federal court has said no

Thompson has been indicied in
Eu‘hnlrtmhe»kcumdo(m
ning a major drug ning

Cox said M it was his usider-
standing that if Thompson's family
decided to quit feeding his harses, the
local health department would be re-
sponsible. Thompson is in jail and the
case is still pending .

State sets rate
of five percent
on delinquent
taxes for payers

Purguant to KRS 131.183(1),
the 200 tax interest rate charged
by the Kentucky Revenue Cabi-
net (KR( ) on unpaid and delin-
quent taxes has beety set ut five
percent. Where applicable, the
same rate is paid on refunds is-
sued by KRC

The rate, cffective January 1,
2003; is based on the prime inter-

1

est rate charged by Kenmcly‘

banks during October 2002. A re-
cent survey of Kentucky banks
showed that the prevailing aver-
age prime interest rate in Octo-
ber was 4.72 percent, which was
rounded by law to the nearest full
pervent (five percent)

The cities of Brodhead
and M. Vernon held their

annual Christmas parades on -

Saturday. Iin the top photo
Ray Philbeck gave Santa,

"(John Holbrogk) a ride in Mt:

Vernon's Christmas Parade.
Country Charlie Napier,
centér photo, was the Emcee
at Brodhead's Christmas
Parade- In the phatoat left
Hope Renfro and her'son,
Keaton ride in one of

Mt, Vernon's fire trucks
during Mt. Vernon's
Christmas, Parade
Bélow, Goff Construction
works along Hwy. 25 on

- Monday. The company was *

doing private work for a local
developer and had all of their
big equipment in tow.

& Patton lets

nf Bernon Signal
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eight out
of local jail

Increased county prisoner levels.
pew manidates for lower prisoner
numbers by the Department of Cor
rections and Kentucky's Governor
Paul Patton’s release of Class D fel
ons, is putting the pinch on the
Rockcastle County Detention Center.

The Detention Center has been a
lucrative enterprise for Rockcastle
County, bringing in over $60,000 per
month, or sverage, for the housing
of staie prisoners over the past few
years.

However, Governor Patton’s new
edict, by way of executive vrder, re
ledises many Class D felons from jails
all overthe state. including eight \-»
cally, Wednesday, st noon

Jailer Miller, who.is on the Jailer
Asscciation Board of Directors, says
thay the crisis being
wide.

“Counties have relied. on the in
come generated by jails who have
coftraicted to.house state prisovers.
and Rockcastle is no exc
Miller said ~Our jaier's association
and other county official's assacia
tions, are meeting 1o discuss options
infight of Frankfort's recent
0 yeduu' the Class D felon populs
tion,"” he added

The growing mimbers in county
prisaners heing housed in the past
few years had wiready affected the
mimber of state prisonery that could
be held by the Rockeastle County

cated 1s state

- . Detention Center.

'We have & moral abligation (0 be
fair, and that includes the detention
. of county defendanty who break the
laiw, especially in serious matiers, and
with the increase in the meth prob-
lerh all over the state, we focus on
keeping dangerous de fendan jail
pending indictment if and when the
Grand Jury meets,” said County At
torney Jeff Burdetie, who is respon-
sible for prosecution in* District
Court
Then, in Ocfober of this year, the
state egan requiring local jails 1S
reduce their populations based on bed
capacity, régardless of the aumber of
stafe prisoncrs versus county pri:
ers. “That was. uiexpected, but we

could stll make money But with the
Governar's plin 1o relesss Class D
felons, that is roubling. We-simply
cannct foresee a possibility of break-
ing even now,” Jailér Miller ex-
plained

] cannot believe there are not al-
ternatives t releasing criminals back
an our streets before. their sentence
is served.” County Afttomey Burdeite
said “1t 15 disheartening, dissppoint-

ing and a slap in the filce of our it

juries, and the people who fol
law the law

County Judge Executive Buzz
Carloftis said the stiste has housed
many ofits inmates in local county
jails because it is a cheaper method
of housing prisoricts’ than building
state-opérated prisons.“The fiscal
conirt expanded our jail to house state
prisoners in order to prevent local
taxpayers from having. to pay jail
salaries. | think we now have dround
42 stite mmates. The loss of the cight
iwho were released today, by the state,
Tepresents an $30,000 loss in revepee
1o our jsil over a year's period

Carloftis. went on ta say, “Al-
though | am 1oL, i agréement with
such eaity releases, it looks a5 though
it is just going 10 be ¥ budgetary fact
of life as the state seeks out the casier
cost-cutting meavares.”

Released Wednesday ind what
they were convicted of were: -

Christy Robinson, promaoting con
tiaband; Verria Barton, trafficking in

- a controlled substance and two

counts of trafficking in marijuass;
Marietta king, burley and theft by
unlawful taking, under $300; Mark
Baker, receiving stoles property, sk
der $300, James Mason, flagrant
rionsupport, Larry Taylor, arson, 3rd
degree; Tommy Collins, two cotnts
of burglary, 3rd, theft by unlawful
taking, under $300 and receiving sio-
Jen property, under $300 and Chris
Newland. theft- by unlawful taking,
inder $300 and criminal posséssion
of'a forged instrument

Some of these prisoners are et
ting out with half their time served,
the others are being released Tfrom
three 10 six months carly

The Rockcastle County Rockets basketball team is considir the nam-
ber one leam in the 13th region in most polls. So far this season, they
are 3-0. Aaron Cash, pictured ‘shove, is also considered the number
otie player in most polls. The Rockets play st Kngx Central on Fri-
dsy night. Cash scored 20 points against OBI to lead the Rockets.
The Rockets have won two straight district games and will play Ciay
County on Jauary 3, which will be & pivotal game,




