1 used 1o tell mvy now-adult chil
dren thar, when | was growing up

“that we used 10 be excited about

Christmas on Blair. Branch even
when we were neagly suge, that all
we'd be getting under the tree was 4
three-pack of new undcrwar, a three
pack of socks and maybe a new.pair

« @ jeans if the weather had been good

and the mines hadn't shist 3own be
cause of bad cosl-Habd roads

And to be pesfectly honest, if
you've been wearing the same thiee
paurs of underwear all year and 13k
g care of e lsundry and you are a
growing boy: there's some reason o
be excued

Postage stamps only cost three
ceints but my younger brotbers and |
would write cur letters 1o Santa and
stuff them 110 a single envelope ad-
dressed tothe North Pple, €10
WTCW, Whitesburg, KY so that
Dos or Virginia Crosswaite
read them on the air !

And our letters were full of opty
mism.

We asked for shotguns and fish
ing tackle, even thoigh the oldest
(me) among us was only ten years
oid-and | had known for most of that
first decade that whatever Santa was
going 1o bring was most likely al

ready. stashed in the trank of Dad's
ald Chevy or under lock and key at .
‘Uncle Willie's house-just down the
road  But you mever sctuaily knew
for sure and writing those lotters was
an ‘easy Wiy 1o et our parents know
what we'd really like in a pérfect
world

1 can tell you for sure that we sat
around the radio for two weeks ev
ery evening from 4:30 1l 6:00 PM
night up til Christmas Eve and no-
body-~not a single letter writer
ever once requested socks and under
wear for Chnstmas.

* One year | wrote in for a full size
western saddle. *lt does net have to
be as fancy as Roy Rogers” av long
as it straps down good on a feal big
Forse

Of course. | signed this letter with
Faithful pledge to leave a boltle
RC and a Jumbo Pic under thetree,

n case Santa or anybody  his en
iograge might be hungry after climb-
ing down the chimney at our-place. *
Royal Crown (RC) Cola Bottling
Comipany arid the folks st Rainbo
Bread, who made Jumbo Pies, were
big spomsors of WTCW's “Lettérsto _
Santi*'and we knew. practicaily from
the time we left the womb, that if you
wanied your letter read on the i
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you'd better end it by priimising o
leave some of the sponsors’ products
under the troe. As 8 conseguence, R(
sold more botiles of cola in Decem-
ber than it did in the other |1 months
combined Thank God, it aged well
because sométimes it didn't' get con-
summied until the 3th of July next year

So.they read the letter on the aii *
and Mrs. Crosswaite, in & rare fit of
editoralizing. wondered why any kid
in the head of Blair Bewich {we al
ways mchuded directions w0 our house
in the letter) could possibly need a
saddle and sbe actually giggled about
whther or not we already had Trig-
ger in the bam.

1 was humiliated on the spot and
ostracized by classmates the néxt day

What we had was old Dock. 3 BIG
Percherod work horse who weighed
in &t 1,600 pounds. and thought he
was a Jap-dog. ‘'We rode hird bare.
back with just 3 bridle and the bridié
was just for show because, he would

g0 anywhere you asked him with
gentle commands of "gee” “haw
whaa® “gitup” et ~ Ol Dock did

35 much m raising my brother Keith
and me as our parents. He taught us
how 1o plow.. He knew procisely how
a bull-tongise, double-shovel, nine
cultivator, or firning plow should
unning i, the soil and he'd tim

Mt Vernon Lions Club President David DeBoard met with’Sants. Claus
recently. He has agreed to codiie to the Family Dollar Store to take pic

tures. with the childran of Rockcastle

from 400 pr to 8:00 pm ($2 per picture). All the Lions Club members

urge-all parenfs to bring their childres
-proceeds go 1o get glasses for children.

. on the air.

around and stare you down if you
were not handimg the implemént to
suit him. Set the disks incorrectly on
a harrow or over-load-a sled and you;
got the same treatment

$o | wrote back 1o WTCW that .

very night and [ told them that { had
the best horse in the whole world and
1 wouldn't take a million dollars foi
him (and that was back when a mil
eal money) and that
they could kiss my hind end bec ause
[ wouldn't be writing back ever again
and they could keep their damned old
saddle. They never read: that letier

Ole Dack died of old age in the

summer of 1969 when | was a j@nior

at Pikeville College. As best we

know he was Between 29 and 11 °

years ol He never had-a saddle
and he never reafly needed one.

In the meantime, § am coming up
on 34 years. 1 really like those
WigWam wool socks that are form
finting with finished: heels and toes
even if they do cost a bit much and |
wear X-Large in long johns these
days, Either one-will do unless you
have fime to shop for a good, solid
Honer harp in the key of E of D

Aind if yow're buying me britches,

I"d reaily rather have corduroys than

County on Thursday, Dec. |9th,

™ 10 support the Lions Club. All

" a yeat

Stroke Prevention

Presepted By:
Dr. George W. Griffith .

Strokes have decreased for.several
decades now, bringing it from  very
common malady a cpuple geners
tions age, to 4 much. less common
problem now in spite of longer life
expenences )

The first big step in preventing
serokes came with treatirig hyperten.
sion. An clevated blood pressure is
one of the (biggest risk factors. In the
last couple years, we have beén able
1 show that even treating blood pres.
sures we considefed normal a few
years ago could reduce strokes by upr
10 36%. A penson should have hus
blood pressure chocked at least once

tion _of
clos.

These hlood |
thinners inc lude
coumadin apd
medicinei that
alter the platclet
functson, such as
aspirin. A medi-. |
cine ' - called o, Gearye W Gl
tickopidine has

being more effective and having
fewer side effects. -
Another treatmerit with proven

An irregular heart beat called
atrial_filinllation contributes to
strokés because small ¢lots form in’
the heart which can travel to the brain
‘and Block the circulation. Aprial
Brillation can be prevented in maty
cases by controlling high Blood pres
sure and if if does-occur, anticbagu-
Jants work well to prevent the forma

con arc required

strokes.

A L G-
these

shown benefits that are evel greater
than aspirin’s hepefits. Even newer
medicines are showing promise of

benefits 1s surgically unclogging the
arteries of the neck: To determine if

idate for this type
of sufgery, special tests of the arter-
res and 8 consult with a vascular sur-

Finally, stopping smoking is obe
of the most important ways you can
take charge in the battle 1o prevent

Wc Join You In Prayer
— and Celebration

Christmas is a time to reflect on
// \—\ "N | our Blessings, and we're forored to

\ count your friendship among ours.

7 J&L Equipment
50 Williams Street
Mt. Vernon

Chevron Jobber

Libby, Jim Earl

AUTHORIZED SUZUKI SALES . SER\IICE . PARTS CENTER

PURCHASE ANY NEW

¥
2003 Suzuki Aerio S
Avte, air, (D, reor hf.lnl,’pwl locks!’
FACTORY INVOICE:
*i14,4SH"

2003 !wzul(i Aerio SX WGN
whe ‘f’ I’l:; :’::;’ ','

FACTORY INVOICE:
*"1S, 93D

Aute, air, tilt, o
pwr locks,

Awto, air, tilt,
pwr lotks, al

2003 Suzulu Aerio GS

crvise, €D, pwr wads,
m wheels, rear spoiler

FACTORY INVOICE:

&
2003 Suzu i Aerio SX 4WD X

, crvise, CD, pwr wnds, pwr locks,|}
llul wheels, all-wheel drivel

©_ FACTORY INVOICE:
16, Ss|H

1. GS1°"

2003 SUZUKI AT FACTORY INVOICE!

2003 Suzulu Vitara 4WD *

Avta, air, tilt, creise, CD, pwr wads,
-pwr hl_h, alloy wheels 5

FACTORY INVOICE:.

2003 Suzuki XL7 4WD
hn, oir, tilt, cruise, D, pwr wads, pwr Jocks,
hylou entry, available in seven pass. & more

_FACTORY INVOICE:

BB, BB

Visit us online @ www. shepherdsuzukl com

e t6 duelore

All'rebates & i




