M December 19, 2002

Ammal shelter in need of Support

By: Valerie Studer
1 am writing on bebaif of one of
Rockeastle County's newest addi-
tons. the Rockcastle Animal Shelter
lhmnw_-lmlem-ns!«u!-
tion about the shelter and

couhty more mvolved with ranming
4 firet-class estsblishment, was 10
show that there s public support 1
was told all decisions are made by
idge Executive Buzz Carloftis and

support
much needed facility.

As many of you may recsll, the
dreain of a safe place for displaced
pets wiis started sbout five years ago
by & group of dedicated vohinteers
known a8 RAAP, This "proup” pei-
marily consisted of two loyal memi-
bers. | think thanks should be.
w0 Terry and Vickie Myers for

work they provided to get
this project started. After being
turned down for all the p-n and
loans that were applied for, the
county offered to iake over the mat-
ter, as they would be eligible for fi-
aancial sgport. | believe this also
may have helped the county out of a
lassuit that had beea filed by the
Trixie Foundation regarding the lack
of a county sheher So it seemed a
win/win situstion and for the safe of
the animals, R A AP chose 10 um
‘over theil property and theit plans o
the county. As a result, Rockcastle
now has & very nice facility which is
v dewperate niced of community sup-

1 know that RA AP had diffi-
culty gaining supportbrs, but did end
up with a handful of very concermed
.and giving individuals and busi-
nesses 1 et askirig anvyone who ever
showed support along the way io
please step forward now and heip o
ke this shelter 8 success story for
‘the bentermen of our four-legged
friends, instead 5f just & dumping
ground for irresponsible pet owners
And for those of you who were hess-
tant to help before, now would be 3
wonderful time 10 do something. any-
thing, to provide some much needed

support s

I believe the county has béen hess
tant 1o promote this facility because
they believe nobody is interested. |
wis told the only way to get the

he " the County
of the community for this.

and that |
should call these people and expross
ity comceems Therefore, | would like

to-ask That, arthe very least, sayone | -

concerned please call these folks, o
tell themn face-to-face, that this is an
importani issue and we ‘all want 10
sce more support, more advertise-
ment mfirmation and miore concern

fgtven 1o thes matter

In the meantime, for those of you
who are sbie and willing, thete i an
immediate need for many things
Furst, and foremost, spread the word!
The shelter has been full of pets since
hefore it even. officially opened
Without any advertrsement of promo-
ions 10 draw attention to these ani-
mals,"their fate is almost certain to
be death These animals are only al-
lowed to Temain at the shelter a few
dayt before being digposed of [ be-
lievo that many people do not cven
réatize the shelter in open with 5o
many pets available for adoption. |
know far sure that very few people
know where the shelter is -We must

change this lack of knowledge if sy
find the .

of these-beautifual pets are (o
homes they are deserving of. Let's
ail start talking “up” the shelter, sug:
gest to fiends and family that they
£ 10 the shelter o adopt their next
family member. [ anyone out there
puts but any type of newsletter or
publication; please take it upon your-
self to mention snd promote, the shel-
st

The shielfer is located off Hwy, 25
on Old Sigmon Road to the first road
1o the right, named K-9 Run. The
hours of operation are Monday
dhrough Friday, 10:30 1o 3:30 and-
Saturday 9-3010 12:30. However, the
shelber is currently being managed by
s very caring and giving person,
Chris Truthp, whase main goal ¥ 1o
find homes for these animals; there-
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|  meaningful. Call us today.

Hospice sooner...
much sooner

The sooner you call Hospice, the more we can do

together. We can help you deal with the emotions
and the fears. We can make yoyr time lpgﬁher miore

“‘@“‘ 986-1500 o 800-806-5492

called

fore, she will meet anyone mterested
n sdopting & pet at any nme on any
day, including evenings of late at
night, if that's the only time you can
getthere. Al you need to do is to give
Chris & call 3t 256-1833 and she will
set up an appointment 8t your con-
venience”

There aré‘many wonderful ‘e
dogs and cats and several puppiesall
ready and waiting to join someone’s
home for the holidays. Please con-

sider creating “Christmas Magic™ for .-

these hopeless helpless animals wha
were unfortanate encugh 1 be bom:
unwanted to uneducated owners,
who either do not have eribugh sense *
1o spay and their pets, or they

spay and neuter
are unwilling to shell out a-fow dol-"

lark 1o do the right thing. | would
mn«mnw-ﬂm
ter their pets (wnd maybe
khlcvmnedménlﬂl lnd
for those of you who open your

. homes ind hiearts 10 3 sheher pet, Dr.

Chism has generouily afflered to give
3 15% discount towards the opers-
tion. Hé also will grve a free vet oxam
after you first acquire your new pet
so-you can rest assured you have a

hoalthy new friend. He will also give
#5200 discount on the state required
rabies vaccination. So please, please.
give 2 pet a home for the holidays
They will give you so much in re-
urm

Besides the need for public ¢xpo
sure, the shelter has some pressing
tangible needs. There is & noed for
bedding, especially for this winter
Please gather up. any old blankets,
towels, pheets, rugs, robes - anytiung
that is soft and'clean that could be
pmmmen-malﬂom'npmm.
“nest.” Dog food, cat food, cat litter
are all needed right now and will al-
ways be needed. Small metal buck-
ets for water are needed. as are large
food storage First-aid

is il 8 noed.
To sum .p, we M\eanr_um«
facility to help the creatures we have
ated, the crestures we are
responsible for, God's creatares. We
must now support. this endeavor. |
know of no shelters that are self-suf-
ficient. They il depend on donations
and commutity i order-to
survive. Those of uk who have a kind
heart, and a good moral upbringing,
have been having to “pick up” after
those of you who are heartless-and
withbut morals, for all of time in
Rockeastle County. Qur homes
runneth over with appreciative pets,
but there comes a ime when we can-
not properly care, fm lny mare of

these aband

stems are needed. alcohol, perotide.
cotton balls, gaude, etc. Chris would
.also-be very appreciate of some
‘brushes and mat detanglers and some
muzzles 1o help make everyone more
presentable. The last time | spoke
with Chris, which: -was a couple
weeks ago, sbe Was n need

of a washer (a was donated) and
a refrigerator. I yag have either of"
these, please call to see if there

mals. There isno
longer any excuse o ot pon
county 1 dump pets that they never
should have had to begin with, slong
our roads. However, should some
moron make this chaice again, there

is also n exciise for any of the rest -

of us to drive by and lgave & scired
and confused animal on the side of
the road awaiting § slow death of star-
vation of the sometimes quicker
method of death by sutomobile, per-

c-mn:mmc-drmmlkpﬂv
cess Wehlwhuni-udmmin
this situation Jong enough This shel-
tet 15 a blessing and everyone needs
10 recognize the valusble role it could *

“have . this’ community, All the po-

itical hopefuls seemed real big on
improving, updating, besutifying M1,
Vernon - we must have change they

all Said

Well, let's change the wity we deal
with the animals entrusted in our’
care. Let's comhe of age, bet's get edi-
<ated” Spay and neuter I the mean-
m-wnmm-y-wm
can Please It these polticians know
you wint 10 see some pubjications
mformation.being given to the gom
-mmq Please give anythmg you can

ng. food, medical supphes,
n&- please consider giving the
uuw gift of all. a good home to
thése lamely pets whose tirne 1s al-
ways running out b

* Important note: If your pet be-
comes lost, please remember w chock
ihe shelter quickly and often:’ Your
et will only have a few days at the'.
shelter, just as all the snimals there,*
before it will be gone forever
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