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" In theee years, Perty believes the
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Lewis 3279, 18, Homada§- 1268, 19
1. Groen-3209, 30. Foyt-3138, 21
Mears-314%. 22 K Earnharde-314S.
3. T Bodine-3071, 24 Grubb- 2885,

“Mike Bliss, who won his first
NASCAR Crafisman Truck Seties
title, ‘announced he would move o

he Busch Series.noxt season

Stewart won the NASCAR Win-
by 38-pomts.

“w
over Mark Martin. By his own ad-

messon. Sﬂmmhﬁdﬂdh—

scanon 18 Sver

w}rm::—-anmmbhu
a4 NASCAR 's top-ranking ambsssa-
dorpr will hensnkm-dp- and
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‘Boy. ifsa mu Stewar
didn't go for an oY track
-lw mummm

several laps down after each race.
That's how badhe was in the garage

wea

“The € nhﬂnbul lnﬁln- native
was 43rd in pomis afier the season-
opener at Daytona. His Home Depot
weam led by grew chief, Greg
Zppadedll m-md 10 stay focused
on. the racing’ aspect in spite of
Stewart's misbaps off- the track 10
bring home the big trophy

Stéwart has repeatedly said he
loves racing, but hates the P/R part.

"L dbh't m 1 am running for' s
political office.” said Srewart. “It's
pot-an clocted office. Pvé ot been
told of any quote-unquote respons:-
belates. lfevmbdynmwm
it 8 lot fnore complicated 'm gowg

mheplmmnd o be per-

fectly Honest
lpemnllvam‘nh-\i he will be
-all smifes during the winter months,
but 1-do expect him to make it

) mmuhmdadﬂhummltyle

. Tsorftofel

“to the o

He will prébably be lm(lnem
_ . One'that is not so
politically cormsct, But | don't think

e will be the worst champion in -

NASCAR's history. He will probably

Inave one or two run-ims with photog- -

P
thiat he genérally behaves in public
I don't think we will see as much

of him on television talk shows and -

oﬂmm&lmlrwwm

1.donY think Stewart has reached
the level 67 Date Earnhardy or Rich-
ard Petfy.-but be has a lot of respect

mnmrmhudemuhmc:

* i than what you and | think of his,

pushing and sheving
Stewart's Winston Cup title
magked his amth o

(uumuuunummwx
At age pine

lnpl& final wnofficial pcmu
leaders: 1. Stewart-4800, 2

4762.3. Busch-4641,4.J. (ﬂd‘m—,

4607, 5. Johinson-4600,

4593, 7R \\-II.:;JS?!;J
Kenseth 4432, 0. Jareni-44] 5, 10
Rudd-4321, 11 Earnharc Jr-4270;
12. 1. Burton-4259, 13. Ellion-4158,

14, Walrip 3085, 15, Cravend 3888, .

16. B, Labonie-3810,17 ), Green-
3704, 18. Marlin- 3703, 19. Blaney-
3670, 20. R. Gordon-3632; 21.°
Marvick-3501, 22. Penty-3501, 23,

* Sadler-3418, 24. T. Labonte- 417,

Jalapeno
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the Busch Séries championiship be-
fore the final race of the season, it
was Wimmer that stole the spothght
during the latier part of the scason
Midway nto the  season

Sporisorship problem
the No. 23-Bill Davis tean left ey
eryone wmgmmsum
for thens

But then, came Dover and

WirEmes s tearn. was 10 Viclpry lanc.
fwo weeks lster st Memphis; they
had won agan Wimmecr wiapped up
the seasen by wmning the las( rwo
races .1 Phoeax and Homestead

He won four out of the last eyght
race: :

"W weren't ramning o Wwell at
the beginming of the season.” said
Wimmer " Wo needed to up and per-
formance, and we did. We worked
wﬁv-d“i-m”u‘d
domg so we could finish bener

“Top25 final Busch Series ponts
ieaders: 1. Biffle-4919, 2. Keller-
4655, 3 Wlml’tvdlll. 4

Suuter- 3644, 14 P.h-r‘\m 15 l

, stable is also

* ston cup points

seversl tick teams

ot
-w—m-m-uu-w‘.
ston Cup and Busch. While it costs
Just as much to fun & truck race, the
television ratings sre much: lower
than a Busch race.

* Travis Kvapil's team, the No. 60
1-800-Rent €at is one that won't be
wudm:yurlf&omqn—uﬁ
u-w then Kvapil will take-
over _Bliss' ride” with Xpress

fotorsports
Mybmn-hn-etm
a sponsor for their truck. The tean
plans 1o run Adam Clarke for rookie-
of the year honors. Clarke, who has
run two races, has extensiye pxperi
ence at-a number of the tracks as an
instructor for Richisrd Petty's driving
school
Bobby ‘Hamilton's three-truck
Hamilton -
would like 15 put Ryan Heanphill in
one of his trucks, but so fai there is .

no sponsor. Bill Lester; who has ©

driven the No: & for the past two
~years, might 8ot retu.

The team has been funded by
DaimierChrysier. but it will not con-
tanise unléss 8 magod sponsor can be
found. Theére is still no word on

Final wlo points
Bliss-3359, 2. Crawford- ]!U 3’

- Musgrave- 3308, s, LefMer-3156, 5
-Suare-3144, 6 Serzer-3132, 7

Pressley-3097.:8, Cook-3070, 9,
Kvapil-3039; 10. Gibbe-3010
‘Ricing Trivia Question: Which
‘Winston Cup driver had the most *
2

- Winston Cup driver Jimmy Spencer

is out'of a job at this time. *

Dale Jr. in the

' Rearview Mirror

Dple Earnhardt i and his No-§-

team finished 11¢h ip-the final Win-
sandings. Priortathe *
bqy-m.u(&.e season, Eamhardt
had said, he hopedt o finish higher 0
pomnts
We didy't hit our goal, which was *
atop-five finish. bift | don't think any
of us will worry about dhat thys off-

nlu\ * be said. *We fimished reslly

strong, and we just missed getting
back mto the top- 10 in points
I youlook at the numbers. we did -

- better than ever hefore. We had mare
top-fives, mmplshudweud 5

more laps. 30 | think we grew a3
team.

“Yeah, we struggled after that-big
it i Fontana (inApril), but once we
lllsmx;'uhrndh:nn:mnu'
nicating betict, we really came on
strong. | don't see any reason why we
can'y string together that sor of con-
sistency all year next year. We were

.more consistent than we had ever

mmhlmlo«llmao(i:

- yesr. We're a good team - and we can

be a gréat team - s we're gowng (o

, onship
The first few tests of the new 2003

Monie Carlo havemade us really ex-

cited about the p flor that car .

and for the Bad team... Look outt””
For those fans that need an BT

" season Dale:Ji. fix, fret not. .

Just becaube he's not going to be
myu-lvv-u-nmme

Ir will be festured aiongmde
tof the world's biggest muﬂm
mm;nnnu-o-d:
Budweiser Shootout all set

The Budweisér Shootout. which
marks ihe opening of q:é 2003
NASCAR racing season is
February 9

The Budwerser Shootout is a non-
pomis All-Star race that kicks off the
2003 NASCAR Winston Cup Series
scasan. The T0-lap race will feature
the 2002 Bud Pole winners along
with past champions of the
Hudwetger Shootout .

The field for the Budweiser
Shogtout 1s now fimalized at 19 driv
o

Inciuded in the who's who of
NASCAR stars are Kurt Busch, Daie
Earnbardt Jr., Jeff Gordon, Tomy
Stewar:. hummmne Johnson, Bill Elhort,
Daie hmll. Rusty Wallace. Ryar
Newman, Ward Burion, Matt

Kenseth. Ricky
Kevin Harvick, Mark Martin.
Geoffrey Bodne, Ken Schrader,

st for |

‘Where is Petty

_ Enterprises going?

‘With 200 wins, Richard Petry has -

mege Wisiston Clup victones than any
othor driver i the barmyand. No won
der be's calied “The King
He'retired in 1992, cight years ai-
ez i st v, but that was way back

when Ronald Reagan was President
R

ichard Petty continued 1o run the

- teams and all of the Petty Enterprises

wunitil son K yle took over the reans
yeais ago s
Since then, there haven't been
many bright spots or consistency on
the track for either of the three Pefty
teams ]
« "The past was fun,'the future
looks bright ¥ Kyle Petty said "A lot
of great thirigs are on the horizon for

Peity Enverprises. N
Let's hope so.- Because all three
of Petty Enterpiises’ Winston Cufi
teams have managéd 1o land some
ymry good sponsory. But with me.
dioere petformances, 3 Fortune 500

Company is ot going o leave theis
mame bn & losing team forever,

Though the effort has been
the personsie] wasn't always
¢hanged before this season. when
team hared Robin Pemberton. Rusty
‘Wallace's former crew chief, He cre-
ated_a" lot of excierient; and Petty

- hias confidence that their teams are

On the upswing.

\ Mp-nmnlmm'lam
fiishéd in the mid-20'coften. In the
4% Dodge, Richard. Petty's old car,
John Andretti had an average finish
of 25.3 this scason. Although that's
sbout diree spots from 2001, he slse
fiished 28th this year — three post-
na-bmnnl-mmeul)mgr
has been driven by several dnvers
this year after Buckshot Jones wax

+ fived edrly. but it rarcly finished bet

ter than the 20's, And Petty, driver of
the 45 Dodge, averaged a 22.1 fin-
M nlmhnlu»pouhenummlw

wmmm|milywuugdm
come back 10 the 43 car. and the
sponsiif set. 1o retum, and Petty set
to-take on & new sponsor for his 45
car, he beheves the two can continue
1o improve ahd average a finish 2t
leasi in the high teesis. He hopes the

.~ 44 team wil come together soon and
- follow sut

J1e

 pulling in e

“car have t b juskas happy

tepr can © by Fmdmﬂw

“That is -h/m it i
ning up fromt and o nmmg races. e
said “That's:the dindétion we're con-
nriwatly moving. There are cycles in
all gports -~ ook at dynastics bike the
New: York ¥ankees and Boston
Celtics - and we have made 2 lot of
changes and 3 ot of sindes 1o get
back 10 the night spot i thay eyele *

Petry. at one time. n
would be possible 10 succeed oo the
Cop, crrcut with & three-car tesm
Hut, after seeing how muych the tpag
was ablg to imprpve in one
Petty s conviriced he's got the-right
‘plan i place

“You look around the garage. and
-a lot of people are -having trouble
making these multi-car teams work *
Petty saud. “Seene people say three
fear seams won't wark, but maybe

two-car teams will. Others sty s two-

car team doexn’1 give yousesiough in-
formation of tests, so you Bave to

Have three cars. Then you have Jack

Roush, who has either. four or fiv of
six teams, depending dn how you
count them

*We think wé have hiton the way
1o make & three-cat Yeam work, and
work well. And it's startung 19 show
onthe race wack; especially this year
We're not ywhere we want to be ‘yet
but we sure.scem 1o be headed m the

- right durection ™

Petty's plan hinges-upon having
everyone on the feam, work &5, 3
team. Not just 1o help the-43.or the
45 car succeed

"The thing:

everybady hiss to be
e direction,” he
siid. "The guys who work on the 45
-and |

s
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Mmmn”nb
0 falling off faster than the Demo-

_ crats in thiv year's elections.
_Elliott receives most -

r driver award

Bl Elont edged out fellow racer
Dale, Esrabardt; Jr. to-win the
NASCAR Most Popular Drivet
Award Do 20 2007, EMion and
Earnhardi battied for the leader po- |

" atian in fecent months as fans across.

the country pliced mbre onfine votes
thin ever before as part of the only
fan-based NASCAR sward. The sh-
nouncefment was made Friday durng

- the National Métorsports Prrls

Association’s .

Elliott, a 27-year racing veteran
who drove a Ray Evernhigm’ Dodge
this scason, has wor! the Maost Popu-

. far Dver Award more times than any

-hruhvu this marks bis 16th vie-~

Ivmv-hvmtdhh-c

the real heart of NASCAR: ‘1 owe .

many chanks o because my

Dawnsoryille, Gi., -uw “Fam $0-

fortunate to be part of this greatsport

and be recognized by this awand "
Marlin cleared to race
MOORESVILLE, NC. “Seerting
Mirlin has cledred o race.  -°
< Marhn will begin testing the No.
m(mhwbu*nhl&p
Superspeedway on Decembir 9
10 umnmmgm-\nu
fitted for the HANS device.
Marlin suffered a non-displaced
fracture of the #2 cervical veriebra
(i o resalt of his aceident at Kangas -
Speedway on September 29. Due 6
lhzu\m Marliny was sidelined for

y happy - the 2002 d
gu’wﬂn.tﬂrvl}:“'u“@“u J-meM‘Mulymtwum
Having v in the No. 40 Coors
mwmﬂmnmm' Dodge
pull fron the same drawer.as far-as Racing Trivia Quegtion: Who is
cars and enganes arc conoened beips the yourigest chimpion.in NASCAR
with thar Winston Cup history”
“There is a big picture. A Jot of Amukmm'w

Tittle prcwires make it up but there is
a-big pictare. Obviously, ours is 10
have thave Petty Evtprprises cars run-
ming at the front at the end of every
race. That is whenall of the little pic-
tures will start coming 10 the foré-
fropt” .

Perry Enterprises has been abic 10
succeed by drawing on the Petty
mame.and promoting several chan-
table orgamzations -But unless th
Perty's begin 1o land some top- 10 fin-

Ford. won the * Mn-mn Cup
“Manufacturer’s

Recap of the Busth uuon

Greg Biffle, dnver of the Rosish-
Racing No. 60 took home the irophy
as the 2002 Busch Grand Natiooal
Senes champron. Even though he ci-
tered the season as one of the favor:
tex. ihe carly- going was rough Al
thouih Biffle staned out the season
with a 22nd place finish 1n Daytona.

. he quickly movid 1o the front after

_nennhwm- he eatly
championshp lead 1hil lead.

events. finishing in the top- 10m oaly

two of them and siffering three
DNF's and four finmhes outside the
wmn--n-un-‘.-

the standings. He regained the Busch

Curand National Nenes
tead after a second place fimish s the
Stacker 2GNC Live Weld 250 st
Duytona wi July and held it for e’
ﬁmlnm

* Biffle ended the season with four

w.ml\pﬁ}u,-_\dlsw'inﬁ» A
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the Busch Grand National Senes

mzuu-mmm—u 3

* b there. His No. 23 Bill Davis Rac. -

ing entry Tan the season

Davis planned to shut down his-
Busch Sencs operatron after the July
—muHSpd-‘

have the bears to pull.the plug amd

was soundly rewarded for s fhith-

in the ‘team - Wimmier got his first
Busch Grand Nanoial Senes win i
“the MBNIA All Americanieroes 200

at Dover International Wy m
m-a-uum-n
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Donnie Smgleton, Agent
Inmm Adams & Tbm Booite
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All of us-at State
Auto would like
to wish you a
safe and happy
holiday season.

Your best insuronce i !
-0 good agent. v

S‘IKI'E AUTO’
InsuranoeCompam%

“Friends you can depend on"

Smgleton Insurance Agency

Main me}r M. Venon - Ph. 256-2611




