‘Two ways to cut
winter fuel bills

Now thal the tnick-or-treatery have
ciome and gone, mpst of the leaves
have been-raked and the gutters
cleaned 1t is time to fum yolst atiern:
fron to wintenzing the snterior of your
home

Perhaps the most important thing
you can do to prepare for the blus
tery weither that lies shead i 10 take
stepd now ‘19 imprové your home's

pectancy. It 15 also important 1o ap-

ply the caulk correctly. A good gen-

eral rule of thuimb is o apply & con-~

num: bead sbout half as thick as
fhe gap you are filling.”

Weather stripping also cai sabe
you plenty in heating and coolng
bills. Consider this, a little erack
arpund the exterior door of an aver-
age home (sbout 14 inch or so) if

would bs

energy efficiency By p i
few simphe tasks, you can chstly
Tower your fael bills significantly and
keep your family warmer,
of how cold it g outsides

The first Fﬁ that should be per
formed is to seal drafts to preveny the
flow of cold air into the house and
warm arr from escaping, Accorifing
16 Doug Pritsch, 84-Lumber ‘s home
\mprovement expert. every door and
windoiw should be air tight_ and other
potential trouble spots \hauldk o
amiined-as well

“Of all the weather pn-lc:nn-
products for sale, caulking and
weather stripping often cost less and
works better than most others,” said
Fritsch. . “Caufking fhould also be
applied in several other areas that
‘many people do not consider such as
around the exterior of water faucets,
dryer vents and where phone cable
wires and plumbing enter the house ™

When examining sobrces- af
drafts, consider (he following list of
places to caulk

Around windiwes and doors;

Around basement sashes

In splits between joints in wood
, siding;

Cracks hcmrtn doort thresholds

and stoops;

Between dissimilar materials sich

s wood.and masonry, steel and ma-
sonry and wood and metal

Along the bottom of siding where

it meets the foundation of a house

At dormers and roof flashing;

Around gable vents and roof

vents;

At power, phone line and plumb-

ing éntrances.

Around wnr! faucets and dryer

vents,

Around fixed storm windows.

To caull; you will need two prod:
vets: & metsl caulking gun shell and
the caulking itself, which comes in 4
variety of types and prices. “l recom

- mend a latex caulk with silicone be

o clean up and bonds well 1o most

wurfaces,” says Fritsch. “}00% sili-
cone caulk is also very good although
it cogts a little more.* Mast 100% sili-
¢one caulk lasts for 30 years or more.
Fritsch said, “Tt is. importanit 1o
read. the fabel carefully and consilt
n 84 Lumber agsociate before buy.
ing. paying particular.attention to the
recommended uses, applicanon tem.
peratiire, resistance, and the life ex- |

asix inch square cut through the face
ofthe door. The heating, coolirig loss,
gain would be borrendous over a
year's time:

An easy way 10 test fw air leaks
sround doors and windows is by plac-

jng a dollar bill betiveen the window

sash and sill or the doos and the door
frame (lose the window or door and
wry to pull out the dollar. If it comes
out easily, you need 16 consider add-
ing weather stripping
* Look for these places w oo
weather stripping protection can
make 8 difference

Arcund windows and exterior
doors;

“Arotmd ' sttig' door panel or drop

down-stairy,
Doors o basements, garages and
crawl spaces,
Around storm doors;
Along the botiem of garage doors
Mast often, weather stripping is

nailed, serewed or glued directly t9

doors and windows.. However, mast
sponge rubber door and wipdow
weather strippifig has an adhesive
backing, making application that’s
miuch essitr. Fritich says, “A great
product to use on doors and windows
1s Touch'n Foam. It is very impor-
tant to use Minimal Expansion'foam
10 prevent seahing doors and windows
shut. For larger areas like pipes and
exterior holes you may use the origi-
nal Touch'n Foam product,

It is also important to eliminate
dodrway drafts by installing a door
sweep on-the_bottom of exterior.
doors, as well a3 doors that lead to
basements and garages

In addition to these cost effective
méthods of trimming your fuel bills,

It is important fo have adequate in-

sulation i your attic or crawl space.

Having an uninsulated or undef in-
sulated artic can be one of the great- -
est sources of heat loss,” said Fritsch
*We recommend that your attic has
‘st least 12-16 inches of insulation.
“depending on the climate in which

+you live. If your house s built Gver a

crawd space, you should have. at least
6" of insulation bitween your floor
foists."

Other winferizing suggestions

Replace furnace filters;

Have your fireplace chimiey
cleaned and inspected.

install carbon monoxide detec

o .,
Insulate exposed water pipes.

" ] Put some Sparkle
into your Holiday Season
‘We can help with the Cas

y _Call Suzi.ﬂanhne or Chad
HEIGHTS FINAN CE
'CORPORATION.

Princé Royal Plaza * 206 Prince Royal Dr., Ste. 3

Berea, Ky. 40403 ©
_ (859) 986-6000
T, wewheightfnnc com

Wholesale Plumbing

Jim Cromer & Coy Bradley

Mt. Vernon
& Electric Supplies

Renfro Valley, Ky.
256-3669

Lidyd Cain, top picture on left, and Jack Daily, boftom picture at right
recently received 35 years of service awards for serving on the Rockcastle
Co, Conservation District Board” Congratulations and thank you. Lioyd
and Jack-for your tinic:and dedication L

Subscribe to the Signal
_ (606)256-2244

.No Paper Next Week

" Duie to the Chrisgmas holiday,
‘ the-Mt. Vernon Signal
will not publish next week.
Our next issye will be January 2, 2003.
The Signal office will be closed J
December 23-27, 2002

and will reopen December 30th.
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Plan ahead for
Old Man Winter:

Duting cold-temperstures and
wintry weather, it's a good idea to°
plan ahead for 4 possible power out-
age just in case Old Man Winter takes

* down the eleciric lines

Here are » few good ideas 10 be
prepared for & wintér power outage

« Don’t open your refrigerator or
freczer ‘except when it} sbsolately
necessary. A closed refrigerator will

+ keepPlood cold for up to 12 hours,
and a well-filled freezer will preserve
food for two or three days.

« Open faucets slightly so they
drip. This will prevent your pipes
from freezing if there's no heat

* If you have a kerasene hedter;
make sure your room is well-vents

* lated Fossil fuck-burning space heat-
‘ers can cause fumes 10 build up. o
« Never use a charcoal grill for
heat, the fumes are harmful.
« Tum off or unplug all appliances
s0 they don't trigger an electrical
verioad when the power comes back

. 'on. Leave one light switchon,

though. 50 you'll know when power
1§ restored.

- Keep a battery-powered radio -
with fresh batteries - on hand s0 you
can hesr announcements about the
weather

Jackson Energy Cooperative is &
regional utility sérving over 49,000
consumers in Southeastern Ken-
rucky

)

Has your phone been

Illﬁ(‘()NNl*(‘

‘Get to the. noarcn phone and call
(800) 556-2879 we can help.

TED?

Also Available...
Caller 1¢

Call Waling
Non-Publishéd Number
Call Forwarding
Threé-way Calling

4458 8

Agent: ¢
Systems Inc.

y 27 -

- (608 nzmu(msu-zm
WM—(M‘ay?Mton Saturday 9°AM to 3 PM

Here's hoping your Christmas is sheer purr-fection!
It's been great having you as our customer.
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Rockcastle Veterinary Clinic -
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