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Roles vary for Center, on stage ahd in life

By: Melissn Renrel
People play vanous roles i hie
Perhaps 5o cae knows this better

-, than Luther Center

With the opening of “I'm Sorry

e Bridge is, out, You'll haye 10

the Night,” Center is set 10 star

in his 25th production- with
Roundiown Players’

In this production, Cester will

" play Dr: Pranksastein, a role he says

18 fun and easy
“This one’s fike, a5 an actor, park
the old brain st home, just have fun
with it, and -that's what [ really

" Center said

Cénter has been involved: with
+ Roussttown Playeis since sbout 1985
and originaily he wasn'tin it for the

“I'm an engineer st DuPont and s
gentieman who works there, also’an
, was doing tech back m ‘85
and I justmoved from Columbus
fuck 1o Circleville.and he asked me
IE1°d be interested in helping out and
that's howit started out,” Center said
*1 game to o tech on The Runner
Stumbles, s the name of the show
and I've been on and off ever since
Center said. -

Centér came 10 the theater a nov--

ice, but be said-it was somcthing B2
bad ahways thought abdut downg

“['ve alwiys bees s show off.” he
wnd “1 had never done anything in
my life m that vein | always thought
1 could, | just atways thought | could
Finally | just decided 1o on & little
timy pant 5o | tried for a few and of
course | got the part, because | was
there alf the time."

From there Center has been in
ahved i 1 lot of roles at the theater
“1 thowght ! did pretty-good and |
guess other people did 100 because
since that ime | ve hiad a lot of leads
out there and so forth,” Center said

But those are not the onty type of
roles Cénter plays. In everyday life

{enter plays many foles. There's the «

one of music aficionado, for ¢x;
ample

' just & music fanatic,” he said

I'm a Beatles fani, my license
plate suys Beatles Fan, 1 like the
Who, Bat |'m more of an aliémative
rock fan; but that docsn’t mean what
it uséd 10, he said. “1 find myself

«drifting toward ofd country music

also.
Being a huge music fan_he thould
fave a ot of music. And ke does, be

has more than 3,000 records in his

ollection and boasts inore CDs than
that. But his Io
strong. that be decided he wanted 1o
make it alse

' No Paper Next Week

Due to the Christmas loliday, the \IL Vernon S:gnul
will not publish next week.
Our next issue will be January 2, 2003.
The tl‘llll office will be closed-
December 23-17, 2002
and will reopen December 30th.

Merry Christmas and:
sincere thanks to our .-
customers and friends this
holiday season. *
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] ghways wanted 10 sing in 2
tand ['alweys thought | could sing
4 bind 3nd | suditionsd for 8 band
and ever smce I've been singing 14 8
band as well.” Center sapd

He is the lead singer of  local’
classic rock cover band called Magic
and when he's up there he thinks
about in the same wiry. he thitiks about
acting "

“The stage helped a lot with that
(singing) because | don't get nervous
at all on stage Hwhbd-l first, but

. fter a couple of productions | nevér
get nervous. Iknow, | know my lincs
50 1 don't have anything (o be ner-
vous about.” he said. “Ard that
bolped a lot when [ was singing in a
band. | never cnce got nervous in the
band 30 that was pretty cool.”

Magic is bn a hiatus right now,
Center sd.

Tt's been & good run, | mu-yrd
it. We all show various levels of dis-
interest right now, but we still do, it
he sad,

When, he's not playing the fead
singer role, Center may be founy
playing the sportscaster rofe’ He do
the play by play announcing for Fri-
day night footbal] gamés on CGTV-
§ along with Terry Leasure

And when it's not time for that
role pertraps he can be found playing
the role of full-time engibeer with
DuPont. Center realizes the consid-
erable_differerice between his work
amd his hobbies.

“To me, being an engincer and
being artsy as well 1s something that

N

0 me comes pretty natursl,” Center
said. “T'don’t think and dhis is just
iy opinion, | don’t think I excel at
cither I'm just real good at both.*

By trpde, Center is 2 mechanical
engneer for which e holds a degree
from Georgia Tech. He also holds a
degree in physics from Eastern Ken
tucky, Univerdity. .,

Center is a 1976 graduate of
Rockcastle County High School

1 grew up in Central Kentucky.

Rockcastle Countf, for those people
who g0 1o Lake Cumberfand, which
they all do from up here they pass
right by my old high school,” Center
sai 3

Then Center found's job with

DuPont and moved to Circleville, .

where he cutrently plays all the sbove
roles plis that of  father. Centey has
a son, Andy .

But smong all mex rolés Ceniter’s

He saud the depth of the character
usually determunes how much prepa-
raton 1 mvolved with formng the
character.

“If the character Is very complex
€ can be bard each might 1o get inte
the character,” he said. *Someétimes
1t requires saying *1 need some quict
time guys I'm going to.go over 1o this
comer in the dark and close my eyes
aind think sbout this: "

“But in some cases, i('s like I'm
ready - let's go,” e said “W's all over
the vlue it depends.”

But no matter how he' gets mto the
roles be plays it’s obvious, even to
him that he plays a lot

“Hy the time I'm 30, 1've -never
dane anything on stage, and now I'm
going just a hittle bit ormmnm.,
Center said.-

Bt il eveiything bon fome-
times leave Center wanting more

1 wished | exceliod

upcoming role as Dr F: i
one'the public won't want to miss he
said. $ -

“1f this is any incentive for people
10 come not anly do they get to hear
Luther sing, which is something they
amight have done vefore. but they get
1 see him darice and that alone is
‘worth the price of admission,” Cen-
ter sand

Ceiter said his character is not as *

complex as his last character, bu\ he
still tries 1o find his way around them
m the same manner-

“I take pride in developing & char-

" acter or at bedst a voice if mot 8 char-

scter,” Center said.

something m particular, but at least |
do redl good at a-lot of things,” Cen-
teqspid. -

With all these foles it's sometimes
hard for Center 1 flpd fime for him-

self; but he says e makes it a point-

to
T'whard.” be said

do iy | shut down some days | kinda
disappear and don 't let anybody find
me.

That's why if you try to find him
plaging one of his foles today, most
likely you'li fail, because today is &
shutdown day

“One thing |

The folloivisg, v Caster's 20
+swers 1o the snagshot questions
Favorite Part of Acting with
Rowndtown Players

“The theater folk for gering »

Tsugh (if it's a comedy).
Leasi Favorite Part of Acting with
. Rounidiown Plavers
lrhuml
First J
Sel\mg\Luum cleaners dook

Favorite Snack Food

“My favdnite | almost never cat
becausg it's fanening, &'s probably
Doritos, but  don't et them amymore
50it'y popeom.”
Favarite Resiauran
Y ooks™
Dream Trip or Vacarion
“My ultimaie thing woald be »
* five day cruise where 1 pick the live

hnnd: for cach of the five nights

Best Advice Ever Received

“Just be nioé o people.”

Personal Hero
- "My patcimal grandfather, he was
a great guy and my dad.”

Life Goal

lenr\-ﬂmsmw»m

be his own' man. | would like to re-
tire from DuPont with a full career,
there at a reasonable young age and

. what T would like Yo do after that s

pursue acting as a prol
{This articié is & reprint from Th
+ Circleville Hernid's Ocrober 12, 200.
issue,)

As we celebrate thc birth of .

~Jesus, may you and your:
family be blessed with hope,
joy and pedace and may your

New Year be

filled with

health, happiness
and prosperity.
" Thank you far placing your
confidence in our family.
for over 90 years.




