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Farm Bureau
Insurance

Mt. Vernon
256-2050

Farm Bureau will be closed
November 28th & 29th

At this special time of year, we’d like to extend our
warm wishes to you and yours

for a joyous Thanksgiving celebration.

We really appreciate your loyal support.

Rockcastle Community
Bulletin Board
Sponsored By

Cox Funeral Home
Family Owned & Operated Since 1907

80 Maple Drive, Mt. Vernon, Ky. Ph. 256-2345
Toll Free 1-888-825-2345 • 24 Hour Obit Line 256-5454

www.coxfuneralhomeky.com

Bookmobile Schedule
Mon., Dec. 2nd: Spiro, Level Green, Willailla and Coun-
try Care. Wed., Dec. 3rd: Ottawa and Bee Lick. Thurs.,
Dec. 4th: Cave Valley Apts., Wayne Stewart Center, Day
Health/Senior Citizens.

Christmas Events in the County
Livingston will kick-off Christmas festivities in the
county on Saturday, November 30th. The Christmas Story
and Love in a Box by the Community Christmas Team
will be at 2 p.m. The parade is scheduled for 6 p.m. The
Tree Lighting and Santa Wish Lanterns will be held at 7
p.m. At 8 p.m. there will be a teen dance in the school
cafe.
Mt. Vernon: The tree lighting ceremony and parade will
be held Friday, December 6th. Tree lighting will be at 6
p.m., and the parade at 7:30. Line-up for parade is at 6:30.
For more info. call 256-3431. This year’s theme is “Win-
ter Wonderland.” 1st, 2nd and 3rd place awards will be
presented to the best entries.
Brodhead: Brodhead’s parade will be Saturday, Dec. 7th
at 6 p.m. with lineup at 6 p.m. at the elementary school.
This year’s theme is “Dreams of Christmas.”

Santa’s Workshop
Registration is now open for children, ages 9-16, to at-
tend Santa’s Workshop at the Rockcastle County Exten-
sion Service. There will be two workshops - December
19th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and December 20th from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Children will make five to six gifts for
family and friends. An adult member is welcome to at-
tend with the child Cost of the workshop is $10 and each
workshop is limited to 15 children. Please call the
Rockcastle County Extension Service at 256-2403 for
additional information and to register.

Brodhead Lodge Meeting
The Brodhead Masonic Lodge #556 meets every third
Saturday at 7 p.m. on Main Street in Brodhead above
Brodhead Pharmacy.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Tuesday nights at 8 p.m.
behind Our Lady of Mt. Vernon Church on Williams St.
in Mt. Vernon.

Kiwanis Club Meetings
The Rockcastle Kiwanis Club meets every Thursday at
noon at the Renfro Valley Lodge. Everyone is invited.

Historical Society Hours
The Rockcastle Historical Society is open on Mondays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the RTEC garage building.

“I See It”
(Cont. from A2)

Memories”
(Cont. from A2)

After some time, the per-
sistence of the men paid off,
and the fire began to
dwindle. Bee and Mommie
Katie stopped carrying
buckets of water. Pop and
Mr. Ramsey decided to walk
the perimeter of the fire to
make sure that no sparks
were going to re-kindle the
blaze. They both took rakes
to use if they found an area
where the fire was still out
of control. After about an
hour, they returned to Pop’s
yard with the news that the
worst of the fire was extin-
guished. A few of the other
men decided to keep raking
to make certain that the wind
did not revive the fire.

This incident was my
first experience with a for-
est fire, and I was scared and
exhausted. Once the fire was
completely under control,
the men sat in the yard be-
hind Pop’s house while
Mommie Katie served them
her freshly brewed, sweet
iced tea. We were all
drenched with perspiration
and out of breath. Over and
over, Pop thanked them for
saving his houses and out-
buildings. He commented on
“…what a blessing it is to
have good neighbors.”

I suppose some things
just remain in the mind of
young boys. Even today
when I hear of a forest fire, I
think of the afternoon that
we spent raking burning
leaves to protect our house.
I still love sitting next to a
great autumn fire in a care-
fully prepared fire ring, but
out-of-control fires scare
me. Thanks to our neigh-
bors, we did not have a ca-
tastrophe.

talk as each one of us waited
anxiously for that one phone
call from our loved one that
told us it was time to check-
out. I was usually the last
person in the group to re-
ceive this anticipated phone
call, of course, but when a
guy got the phone call he
would smile to the rest of us
and say something like "I am

employee being trampled to
death and two people who
were fatally shot in a Toys
R Us parking lot.

During Black Friday last
year, the violence hit close
to home as several people
were trampled at the Berea
Wal-Mart while trying to get
to a bin of reduced
TracFones. A bystander
videoed the whole incident
on a cell phone and put the
video on YouTube.

I pointed out several
Rockcastle County people
in the video and many of us
also posted it on our social
media accounts as well as
the "Berea Wal-Mart
TracFone fight” video
which went viral.

According to world
events in the past few
months I can't help but
worry that this Black Friday
will include an increased
amount of violence. I'm not
a sociologist, but the pat-
terns are leading up to it,
hopefully I will be wrong.

My motto is "if I have to
fight a Black Friday crowd
to get a good deal for an item
that is on sale, then I would
just rather pay more for that
item after the shopping holi-
day. If I can't afford the
higher price of the item af-
ter Black Friday, then I
would just rather do without
it!

I understand people are
struggling financially and a
lot of parents are willing to
fight the crowds so their
children can have a good
Christmas. However, if that
child's parent or parents are
severally injured or killed
while Black Friday shop-
ping, I believe that child
would rather go without the
item so their mom or dad
could stay safe.

One thing is for sure,
while all those shopping fa-
natics are fighting the Black
Friday crowds, Doug Pon-
der will be sound asleep in
his nice, warm, safe and se-
cure bed.

But, as a past Black Fri-
day recruit, I will always
remember my fellow men
who will be hiding out in the
underwear section after get-
ting their designated item.
My thoughts and prayers are
with you all. GODSPEED
MY BOYS, GOD-
SPEED…..

glad this is over and glad I
don’t have to experience this
again until next year! Best
of luck to the rest of you and
I hope you get your call
soon."

I hate Black Friday with
a passion and as they old
saying goes, when I turned
18-years-old I became old
enough to vote in elections,
buy cigarettes, register for
the draft and in my case "say
no to being recruited for
Black Friday!"

Surprisingly, I have been
successful since I was 18
and haven’t been recruited
for another Black Friday.
There have been some hard
fought battles with "guilt
trip" tactics from my mom
and aunts, but I have stood
my ground for the past five
years.

To me, Black Friday
shopping has become the
scourge of the Thanksgiving
holiday, especially this year
when the majority of the re-
tail stores are opening up
late on Thanksgiving Day,
which now makes the term
"Black Friday" completely
meaningless.

I have read several news
articles about grandparents
who say they aren’t having
a Thanksgiving meal this
year because their children
and grandchildren will be
shopping, so they didn’t see
a need in preparing a big
meal if no one from their im-
mediate family is coming.
Personally, I think that is sad
and I believe the opening of
stores on Thanksgiving Day
coincides with the moral
decay of our society.

Another thing I believe
corresponds with Black Fri-
day showing the moral de-
cay of our society is the in-
creasing violence each year.
For every black Friday since
2006, violence has been re-
ported that has included
physical assaults, shootings,
people being trampled due
to the large floods of people
as stores opened, people be-
ing pepper sprayed by some-
one trying to cut line and
several other violent inci-
dents that ensued after vari-
ous heated arguments.

So far there have only
been three reported deaths
during Black Friday  and
they all happened in 2008
and included a Wal-Mart

“Letters”
(Cont. from A2)

MVES thanks
sponsors...
Dear Editor,

Mount Vernon Elemen-
tary School would like to
thank the following spon-
sors for their support in our
recent "We Run This Town"
race event.  The race was
held on Sunday, November
24th.  It was a great success
and we were able to raise
lots of money that will  be
used to purchase student
iPads!  Once again, thank
you to our community for
partnering with our school
in this event.

We couldn't have done it
without the support of the
following businesses: Ford-
Brothers Auctioneers,
Coffey-Ford Attorneys,
Dowell-Martin Funeral
Home, Jerry Cox, Rich-
mond St. Eye Care, Cash
Express, Jack's Pro Hard-
ware, Collins Respiratory
Care, Inc., Brodhead Phar-
macy, Town and Country,
Billy Reynolds, El Cazador,
Cox Funeral Home, Main
Street Pharmacy, Mount
Vernon Drug, Rockcastle
Professional Pharmacy,
Rockcastle Regional Hospi-
tal, Limestone Grille, Rock
Peds, Kincer's Services,
LLC, Wendy's, White
House Clinic, Community
Trust Bank, Climax Water
and Citizen's Bank.

Angela Mullins
MVES

Their tireless efforts and
long hours have not gone
unoticed by the citizens that
frequently utilize the bridge
as a m ain access point to
get into town. This group of
workers should be com-
mended for taking charge
and getting the job done
even though we are sure
they had to sacrifice time
with their families and put
aside other things they
needed to do.

We would also like to
thank County Judge/Execu-
tive Buzz Carloftis,
Brodhead Meayor Walter
Lee Cash and the Brodhead
City Council for their work
to get this project started,
expedited and finished in
such a timely manner. They
really made a difference in
turning what appeared to be
a hopeless and drawn out
situation into a feasible tem-
porary solution for the citi-
zens of Brodhead and
Rockcastle County.

Herb and Patsy Alcorn
Brodhead, Ky.

“Points East”
(Cont. from A3)

low Letcher Countian Jim
Cornett, PO Box 336,
Burnside, KY 42519.  Has
written and self-published,
self-printed and hand-
bound, two excellent short
novels as well as several
how to and Appalachian
cookbooks.  All Jim’s work
sells for less than $10.00 per

“On Call”
(Cont. from A3)

book including S&H.  If you
want more information, you
can email him at:
niftyfiftyfiver@yahoo.com
or call him at: 606-219-
8302, cell phone:  606-561-
5620 and have him send you
a price list.  Or mail him
$20.00,tell him you want
both novels and whatever
else 20 bucks will buy.

All the literature I’ve
mentioned here is suitable
for, adolescents, young
adults, and even old timers
like yours truly.  I simply
believe that the best way to
keep ourselves and our
youth in touch with their
cultural heritage is to read
it.

What little store shop-
ping I do will be at Top
Drawer Gallery 202 Broad-
way in The Old Town Sec-
tion of Berea where my  old
Letcher High school buddy,
Terry Fields, has arguably
the best collection of Appa-
lachian wood crafts, furni-
ture, pottery and regional
cookbooks you will ever

find under one roof. Terry
is open 9:30 until 5:30 Mon-
day through Saturday as
well as Sunday afternoons.
Take a gander at his website,
www.topdrawergallery.com
to get an idea of what you’re
going to find.

side, susceptible to rapid
flame spread inside, suscep-
tible to total collapse due to
fire or explosion and sus-
ceptible to water damage.

I hope everyone has
learned something about
building construction this
week. Next week I am go-
ing to finish up this topic but
in the meantime the ques-
tion to answer this week is,
in some of the older build-
ings you will see metal stars
on the outside of a building,
what do you think those are
there for?


